
Congratulations to chapter member Ann Kosmal, FAIA, 
LEED®AP BD+C, on her elevation to the AIA College of 
Fellows, an honor awarded to members who have made 
significant contributions to the profession on a national 
level. She was among 149 architects elevated this year.

Ann spearheads climate adaptation action, integrating 
climate science, environmental justice and resilient design 
into federal policy and investment. She magnifies the 
impact of architectural practice to serve and protect society 
in a changing climate. 

An architect with the U.S. General Services Administration in the Office of Federal 
High-Performance Green Buildings, as well as a Certified Permaculture Designer and 
CPHC-Certified Passive House Consultant, Ann inspires project teams to adapt their 
work to address a rapidly changing climate. Her thought leadership is the foundation 
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Thomas L. Kerns, FAIA 
Honored with the Edward S. Frey Award

A.R. Ann Kosmal, FAIA 
Elevated to the College of Fellows
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Tom Kerns was recently honored with the prestigious 
Edward S. Frey Award in recognition of his design talent 
and his commitment to creating high-quality religious 
architecture. He was commended 
for putting “the needs of his clients 
above his own design ideologies 
without compromising his strong 
architectural, artistic and spiritual 
convictions.” Tom shares this honor 
with his colleagues at Kerns Group 
Architects.

The Edward S. Frey Memorial 
Award was established in 1981 and 

is given by the AIA Interfaith Forum on Religion, Art and 
Architecture in recognition of an individual’s contributions to 
religious architecture and support of the allied arts.

Since founding Kerns Group Architects in 1974, Tom has 
guided the firm in completing several hundred religious 
projects. He was elevated to the AIA College of Fellows in 
1989 and in 2007 received the Noland Medal, the highest 
award given to an individual architect in Virginia. The firm 
has received over sixty AIA design awards and several IFRAA 
awards. In 2001 the firm received the Virginia AIA David Fitz-
Gibbon Firm Award for consistently producing distinguished 
architecture.

Thomas L. Kerns, FAIA

Borromini’s San Carlino 
Watercolor by Tom Kerns

AIA Northern Virginia 
is on the Move - Literally

After 28 years at 205 South Patrick Street 
in Alexandria, the Chapter House must 
relocate. 

This has been our first, and only, Chapter 
House – a townhouse on the campus of 
Virginia Tech’s Washington Alexandria 
Architecture Center. We have enjoyed a 
close relationship with WAAC for all these 
years, benefiting students, members and 
alumni alike. 

Despite the steadfast efforts of our partners 
at WAAC and the Architecture Department 
in Blacksburg to secure our current location, 
the Virginia Tech Foundation, owners of 

continues on page 5
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In February, I attended the AIA 
Grassroots Leadership Conference 
in Detroit, Michigan. One of the 
keynote speakers was Josh Linkner, 
founding partner of Detroit Venture 
Partners, who presented the idea that 
innovation and change are instru-
mental in the success of a company. 
Simply put, he stated companies “fail 
to innovate, they fail to adapt, they 
fail to win, and then they simply just 
fail.”

Let’s take a closer look at what this 
means to us as architects. First we need to define what it means 
to innovate, to adapt and to win. These three words are verbs or 
actions: Innovate, to make changes, do something in a new way; 
Adapt, to change (something) so that it functions better or is bet-
ter suited for a purpose; Win, to obtain by work.

To innovate or to adapt is quite similar. In both cases, it is making 
change for the better or to do something in a new way. Change 
does not need to be radical or monumental to be successful. I 
would argue that it is the modest or slightest changes that can 
make the biggest impact. It isn’t change for change sake but 
to make something better. The result is to win, not given but 
achieved by work.

Innovations have been shaping cities and architecture for 
centuries. The roman arch was arguably the most important 
architectural element of its time, supporting large amounts of 
weight and leading to the creation of the aqueducts which were 
used to deliver fresh water to its people, carrying it over great 
distances. While the Romans did not invent the arch, they most 
certainly adapted the arch through the use of a new material, 
Roman concrete – while not the concrete we know today – which 
was used on buildings such as the Pantheon, Colosseum and 
Roman Forum, buildings which are still standing today.

Our profession has been challenged to rethink how we build 
buildings. How can we build buildings that use less energy, create 
less waste and have less impact on our environment?

A recent article in the Washington Post indicates that the Wash-
ington, DC population is expected to steadily grow to almost 1 
million residents in the next 30 years. And while city officials are 
challenged to think about how to meet those demands while pro-
viding affordable housing and quality transportation, we are chal-
lenged to rethink how we use buildings. Take a high-rise residen-
tial building as an example, often criticized for social isolation, 
offering a false sense of community. If the building offers ample 
communal space – dining areas, balcony space or even winter 

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aianova.org
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Construction Tour: St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
April 28, 6:00-8:30p

AIAU - The Best of BIM

At St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 555 Water Street, Washington, DC 20024.

The Young Architects Forum committee is hosting a construction tour of St. Augustine’s 
Episcopal Church lead by MTFA Architecture. The 16,000sf two-story church incorporates 
worship, education and community services to create a new identity for the congregation and 
surrounding neighborhood. This project is part of a larger mixed-use project and will be a 
cornerstone of the new southwest waterfront development, The Wharf, in Washington, DC. 
The sanctuary is elevated above the ground floor and composed with distinctive glass detailing 
so that it becomes a beacon within the community. Join the project’s architects as they discuss 
the development process, design goals and architectural details while walking through the 
construction progress to date.
 
Afterward, the group will head across the street to Cantina Marina on the water for Happy 
Hour.

2 HSW LUs. $10 AIA members; $15 non-members. Participants are required to bring a hard hat 
and wear closed-toe shoes. Registration is required by April 25 at:

http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1301

BIM continues to change every facet of architectural design and practice in firms of all sizes. 
Unlock the latest advances in BIM with these featured courses.

• Elevating the Art of BIM for Residential Design – 1.5 LUs
From ideation to collaboration, communication to documentation, this course teaches you how 
to harness the possibilities and power of BIM. View course: 

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/cran-symposium-2015-elevating-art-bim-residential-design-and-
practice?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email

• Increased Project Delivery Efficiency on Renovation Projects Using BIM – 1 HSW LU
Discover how the latest advances in BIM can translate into a big bonus in ease, efficiency and 
flexibility for your next renovation project. View course: 

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/increased-project-delivery-efficiency-renovation-projects-
utilizing-bim-strategies-and?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_
medium=email

• BIM: The Big Picture – 1 LU
Looking to start at the beginning with BIM? View course: 

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/bim-big-picture?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_
source=em&utm_medium=email

• Sketch to BIM: A Design Workflow Philosophy – 1 LU
This course explores tools, design workflows and strategies for elegantly and powerfully 
integrating BIM into your projects. View course: 

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/sketch-bim-design-workflow-philosophy?utm_
campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email

View all courses: 
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_
medium=email.

http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1301
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/cran-symposium-2015-elevating-art-bim-residential-design-and-practice?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/cran-symposium-2015-elevating-art-bim-residential-design-and-practice?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/increased-project-delivery-efficiency-renovation-projects-utilizing-bim-strategies-and?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/increased-project-delivery-efficiency-renovation-projects-utilizing-bim-strategies-and?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/increased-project-delivery-efficiency-renovation-projects-utilizing-bim-strategies-and?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/bim-big-picture?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/bim-big-picture?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/sketch-bim-design-workflow-philosophy?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=e
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/sketch-bim-design-workflow-philosophy?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=e
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/?utm_campaign=AIA0206&utm_source=em&utm_medium=email
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Tom Kerns (Cont.)
continued from page 1

Ann Kosmal (Cont.)
continued from page 1

Tom strives for excellence within a collaborative group 
atmosphere and is attentive to his clients’ needs, desires and 
limitations. His designs exceed his clients’ goals with thoughtful 
spirituality and inspirational beauty. By sincerely taking the 
time to understand each unique community of faith, Tom has 
shepherded clients from different religious traditions through new 
construction, major renovations and additions. He is quite active 
in his own church, Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, in Alexandria 
and enjoys capturing the essence of significant churches in plein 
air watercolors.

Congratulations Tom!

Board of Child Care Chapel in Baltimore 
Photograph © Prakash Patel

Staff at Kerns Group Architects

of federal climate adaptation in the built environment. Ann is a 
nationally recognized leader in climate adaptation for sites and 
facilities, leading this effort for the largest civilian real estate 
portfolio at GSA.

As the lone and intrepid architect, she forges a climate 
preparedness path with climate scientists and engages with the 
highest levels of federal leadership and customers in climate 
risk management. Ann is blazing a trail in climate adaptation 
including many firsts with GSA’s Climate Change Adaptation 
Plan, Vulnerability Assessment, Climate Risk Analysis 
Statements of Work, and Environmental Justice Plan. Ann was 
elevated to the elite U.S. Global Change Research Program 
Adaptation Science Working Group and provides technical 
expertise to the White House Council on Climate Change 
Preparedness and Resiliency. Recently, Ann was a featured 
speaker at the AIA’s Resilience Summit. The proceedings are 
available on the AIA website at 

www.aia.org/practicing/AIAB107976
 
Writing in support of Ann’s fellowship application, her sponsor, 
Elizabeth J Heider, FAIA, writes, “Ann has leveraged her rich 
background, wielding the power of the federal government, 
to address the existential need to create a more resilient built 
environment….Even as Ann’s impact is far-reaching and her 
work profoundly consequential, her approach as a leader is 
even more extraordinary: Her passion, enthusiasm and deep 
technical skill is combined with a generosity of spirit, creativity, 
kindness and inclusiveness that inspires and emboldens divergent 
stakeholders to come together and to take positive action.”

Ann is married to Grzegorz Kosmal, AIA, Design Principal at 
IA in Washington, DC and their son, Tadek, is a sophomore at 
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science in Technology in 
Fairfax County. 

Congratulations also to AIA Northern Virginia Unassigned 
member Yolanda Cole, FAIA, with Hickok Cole Architects, and 
to AIA Central Virginia member David M. Oakland, FAIA, with 
VMDO Architects, for their elevation to fellowship. All the 2016 
Fellows will be honored at an investiture ceremony at the AIA 
Convention in Philadelphia in May.

gardens, there are increased opportunities for interaction and 
opportunities for building a community; an instance of adapting, 
innovating, making our buildings better, our communities better.

Innovation does not need to be of a product or material. It could 
be in your business practice, how we deliver a project or even in 
what tools we use. How is your practice adapting to the current 
marketplace? How is architecture adapting to meet the needs of 
today and even tomorrow? Architects have the power of design. 
Give employees the space they need to combine their resources 
and energies, make innovation a part of your daily routine. Take 
action, seize your full potential, go for the win!

President’s Letter (Cont.)
continued from page 2

http://www.aia.org/practicing/AIAB107976
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AIA NOVA Move (Cont.)
continued from page 1

the building, have other plans, including the possible sale of the 
townhouse. So we have been given notice to move.

To stay connected with WAAC we have found a new location in 
the same neighborhood. At the end of April we will move to 1101 
Duke Street, at the northwest corner of Duke and Henry streets in 
Old Town Alexandria.

Built around 1885, our new Chapter House was the office 
and showroom for the T.J. Fannon & Sons coal yard. We like 
the industrial feel of the space, the corner location with large 
windows to display our members’ work, and the open showroom 
that offers space for meetings, seminars and events.

Please be patient over the next few weeks as we prepare to move 
into our new space. Once we’re settled, we’ll host an open house.

2016 Design Awards Call for Entries Now Open

www.aianova.org/DA16

Submission deadline: 5:00p, Thursday, April 21, 2016

We will again host two separate panels of judges, one for 
commercial/institutional/historic projects and a separate one for 
residential architecture. 

This year’s jury is from the Austin, Texas area. 

We had 21 winning projects last year. So plan your submittal for 
2016.

Young Architects Forum / ELA Happy Hour  
April 8, 5:30-7:30p

At La Tasca, 607 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
http://www.latascausa.com/site

Come meet the current members of the AIA Virginia Emerging 
Leaders in Architecture (ELA) class of 2016 as well as ELA 
alumni in the Northern Virginia area.

http://www.aiava.org/professional-development/emerging-
professionals/emerging-leaders-in-architecture

Please RSVP to:
Simone Saidel 

sas@lkharchitects.com
Chelsea Lindsey

chelsealindsey@coopercarry.com

User’s Guide to Working with a Landscape Architect  
April 19, 6:30-8:00p

Organized by AIA|DC for the Capital Area CRAN. At 
the District Architecture Center, 421 7th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20004.

Partnering with a landscape architect can make a project more 
cohesive with its environment and add value for your client. Join 
CRAN for a panel discussion on creating professionally designed 
landscape environments.

1.5 HSW LUs. $10 students & Associate AIA members, $15 AIA 
& DAC members, $35 non-members. Additional information and 
registration is available at

http://aiadc.com/calendar/event/users-guide-working-
landscape-architect

http://www.aianova.org/DA16
http://www.latascausa.com/site
http://www.aiava.org/professional-development/emerging-professionals/emerging-leaders-in-architecture
http://www.aiava.org/professional-development/emerging-professionals/emerging-leaders-in-architecture
mailto:sas%40lkharchitects.com?subject=
mailto:chelsealindsey%40coopercarry.com?subject=
http://aiadc.com/calendar/event/users-guide-working-landscape-architect
http://aiadc.com/calendar/event/users-guide-working-landscape-architect
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Remaining ARE Prep Sessions

Organized by our Young Architects Forum, we offer extensive 
review sessions for all sections of the exam. As we wrap us the 
2016 series, a few sessions remain:

April 2 – Building Design + Construction Systems + Vignette
April 8-10 – Structural Systems with Professor David Thaddeus
April 30 – Schematic Design + Vignettes
May 4 – Life After the Exams: Licensing + Professional 
Development

Visit our ARE web page for information and registration:
www.aianova.org/are.php

Receive up to 18 months of free AIA membership so you can 
start strong. And get free registration to AIA Convention 2016 in 
Philadelphia, May 19-21. Join at 

www.aia.org/join/assoc-newgrad/index.htm

AIA New Grads - Launch Your CareerAIA New Sneak Peek at ARE 5.0

Vignettes will be retired when 
ARE 5.0 launches in late 2016.

Check out the exam’s new question types: hot spots, drag-and-
place and the addition of case studies.  

Watch the video: ARE 5.0 New Question Types and Case Studies
http://blog.ncarb.org/2016/February/ARE5-Question-Types.
aspx

Trivia Night
April 21, 7:00-8:45p

At Port City Brewery, 3950 Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 
22304.

Join us for our first Trivia Night! This is a joint event organized 
by the Chapter and the Women in Architecture Committee. Trivia 
nights are the latest rage and PERFECT for architects who thrive 
on tidbits of wide ranging information!

The theme is Superheroes 
www.portcitybrewing.com/events/trivia-superheroes

and will include some architectural heroes as well. The Trivia 
challenge is professionally run, so join us at this great venue for a 
fun evening. Guests are welcome! No reservations needed. 

http://www.aianova.org/are.php
http://www.aia.org/join/assoc-newgrad/index.htm
http://blog.ncarb.org/2016/February/ARE5-Question-Types.aspx
http://blog.ncarb.org/2016/February/ARE5-Question-Types.aspx
http://www.portcitybrewing.com/events/trivia-superheroes
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In Memoriam

Eason Cross, Jr., FAIA
1925-2016

William Basil Rousos, AIA
1936-2016

William Basil Rousos, AIA of Fairfax Station, 
died at home on February 17, 2016 at age 79, 
after bravely battling cancer, Parkinson’s Disease 
and suffering a stroke. He is survived by his 
wife Irene, his sons Nicholas and Basil, and his 
grandchildren Avery, Alexa, Anna and William.

Born in Greece in 1936, he was adopted by his Aunt and later 
attended Athens College, a preparatory school before immigrating 
to the United States in 1952. He moved to Richmond where he 
met Irene Bambacus, whom he later married in 1960. 

In 1958 he earned a degree in Civil Engineering from the 
Virginia Military Institute and later served in the United States 
Army. He went on to earn a degree in Architecture from the 
University of Virginia in 1963, and a Masters in Planning from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1964.

In 1975 he became a founding partner at Architects Group 
Practice in Alexandria and practiced architecture there for 33 
years before retiring. 

He was the most proud of his family and loved designing and 
building projects with them. He was dearly loved and will be 
sorely missed. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to any of the 
following organizations: 

Athens College
Trustees of Athens College
420 Madison Avenue, Suite 903
New York, NY 10017

Virginia Military Institute
The Campaign for VMI
Neikick Hall
304 Letcher Avenue
P.O. Box 932
Lexington, Virginia 24450

University of Virginia
UVA School of Architecture
Office of Advancement
Attention: Gift Accounting
P.O. Box 4400807
Charlottesville, Virginia 22904-4807

Saint Katherine’s Greek Orthodox Church
3149 Glen Carlyn Road
Falls Church, Virginia 22041

Eason Cross, Jr., FAIA, a 
Charter Member of AIA 
Northern Virginia, died on 
January 28, 2016. Eason was 
an active member, serving 
as Chapter President in 
1983. He was recognized 
for his volunteer activities 
and his professional accomplishments, with our Distinguished 
Leadership and Service Award (1983), Service to the Chapter 
Award (1986) and our Award of Honor (1991).

Eason was also actively involved with AIA Virginia, initiating 
the Virginia Society Architecture Prize and authoring a column 
titled Architectonica in the mid-1980s, which regularly appeared 
in Virginia Record, a forerunner of Inform magazine. In 1994, 
Society recognized Eason’s achievements by awarding him their 
highest honor, the William C. Noland Medal.

Eason studied architecture at Harvard under Bauhaus founder 
Walter Gropius. After a break to serve in WWII, he received his 
M.Arch from Harvard in 1951. He worked for Diegert and Yerkes 
in Georgetown and then joined Charles M. Goodman Associates 
in 1954. Working under Goodman, Eason was a lead designer 
of the famed modernist neighborhood, Hollin Hills, which 
was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 
Eason and his wife, Diana, raised their family in Hollin Hills. 
A three-story tower addition on their house was featured in Life 
Magazine.

In the 1960s Eason joined with Harry Adreon to form Cross & 
Adreon. The firm was known for their modernist residential 
developments and recognized with numerous awards for 
their projects, including an AIA Award of Honor in 1968 for 
the Washington & Lee High School Gymnasium, designed 
with Stevenson Flemer. In the 1980s Eason established Cross 
Associates and was a founding member of the Virginia Architects 
Accord, a cooperative firm.

Always actively engaged in his community, Eason was 
instrumental in defending architectural licensing in Virginia, 
helping to defeat legislation that would have allowed contractors 
to design buildings. He wrote a political column, Leadline, for his 
weekend community of King George, Virginia and was active in 
county organizations and local politics, continuing to volunteer at 
polls until his was 88.

A memorial service will be held on April 30, his wife Diana’s 
birthday, at 1:00p at the Mount Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909 
Windmill Lane, Alexandria. Directions at:

http://mvuc.org (under Contact Us/Directions)

Thank you to Eason’s daughter, Amy-Willard Cross, for 
supplying the above information and the photo of Eason.

http://mvuc.org
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AIA Northern Virginia Architecture Week - April 9-16
Architecture Week is held every April as part of the AIA’s 
nationwide celebration. AIA chapters all over the country offer a 
variety of lectures, tours and activities geared towards architects 
and the public alike during this week. All events are free to 
attend, some offer continuing education credit and some require 
advance registration.

AIA Northern Virginia is pleased to offer the following events:
  

Saturday, April 9

Skyline Yoga 10:00-11:00a
Enjoy a yoga class with local 
architects in an architecturally 
inspiring place with sweeping 
views of the metro area skyline. 
Takes place on the 33rd floor 
of 1812 North Moore Street 
in Arlington. Registration 
required. 

Sunday, April 10

Working with an Architect – 12:00-5:00p
Working with an Architect offers potential clients an opportunity 
to talk with an architect about the design and construction process 
and what to expect when designing a new home, addition or 
renovation. 

Walking Tour of Old Town Alexandria – 1:00-3:00p
Led by members of our Historic Resources Committee, 
the tour covers the history of Alexandria as reflected 
through its architecture and urban design, highlighting 

examples from Georgian to Art Deco. 2 AIA HSW LUs. 
Registration required.

Open House at VT’s Washington Alexandria Architecture 
Center – 1:00-4:00p
Visit the Washington Alexandria Architecture Center for a self-
guided tour of the studio space and view student work on display 
in the lobby. WAAC is located at 601 Prince Street in Alexandria. 

Twining Road Renovation 
Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect 
Photograph © Anice Hoachlander, Hoachlander Davis Photography

Intersection of Art and Architecture – A Panel 
Discussion – 6:00-8:00p
This panel discussion featuring local artists and 
architects, including Carolyn Rickard-Brideau, AIA, 
Partner and Office President at Little and Robert M. Gurney 
FAIA, Owner and Principal at Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, 
Architect. 2 AIA LUs. Registration required.
  

April 10-16

Architecture at its Best: An Exhibit of Projects by Local 
Architects
Visit the Torpedo Factory to view an exhibit of winning projects 
from AIA Northern Virginia’s 2015 Design Awards Program. 

Architecture Week Book Displays
Displays of architecture-themed books for all ages will be 
featured at participating area public libraries.  

Liberty Crest - Former Lorton Reformatory Dorm to be Reused as Three 
Units
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WAAC Career & Internship Fair
April 8

Rendering of Liberty Crest on the Site of the Former Lorton Reformatory

April 16

Architecture Scavenger Hunt for Children – 1:00-3:00p
A fun self-guided activity for children and their families. 
Participants will receive a map identifying 12 places that are 
synonymous with Old Town Alexandria. Prizes will be offered. 
Registration required. 

Construction Tour: Liberty Crest (Laurel Hill 
Adaptive Reuse Area) – 10:00a-11:30a
A project to redevelop the historic core of the former 
Lorton Reformatory, originally commissioned by 
Theodore Roosevelt and built in 1910, is now under construction 
after 14 years of planning and preparations. Liberty Crest at 
Laurel Hill, the name of the new neighborhood, will reuse former 
prison buildings and preserve the historic character of the site, 
which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 1.5 
AIA HSW LUs. Registration required.

For additional information on all these events, visit our 
Architecture Week website:

http://www.aianova.org/architectureweek.php

The Virginia Tech Washington-Alexandria Architecture Center 
(WAAC) chapter of AIAS invites firms to participate in this 
year’s Career & Internship Fair, scheduled for April 8.

This event offers an excellent opportunity for firms to meet with 
some of the brightest architecture, urban design and landscape 
architecture students in the DC Metropolitan Area who are 
seeking full-time, part-time and internship positions.

The fair takes place April 8, 12:00-4:30p, at WAAC, 1001 Prince 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. The registration fee is $275 and 
includes registration, parking and lunch for all attendees. 

For additional information and to register, contact
waac.aias@gmail.com.

With a talented and dedicated staff of 
over 1,100 professionals specializing in 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, f ire 
protection, civil, and structural engineering, 
traffic engineering, survey/mapping, and 
program management, we can meet and 
exceed our clients’ expectations on any 
size project. 

Learn more at www.gpinet.com

Industry Leaders in Engineering Services

Building Assessments  ||  Construction Documents  ||  Peer Review  ||  Continuing Education

Sustainable Design  ||  LEED  ||  Green Globes  ||  Energy Modeling  ||  Commissioning

Locations throughout the US

http://www.aianova.org/architectureweek.php
mailto:waac.aias%40gmail.com?subject=
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Three Options for Ownership Transition of an 
Architecture Firm
by Matthew J. Gaziano, Esquire
Lee & McShane PC

When a successful architect decides it is time to sell the business 
and retire, there are several common concerns:  knowing that 
the business with his/her name will continue to operate in the 
community, providing continued employment for those who 
have made the firm successful and receiving fair financial 
compensation for the goodwill and other assets of the firm. This 
article is an overview of three common options for an ownership 
transition. Architects at all stages of their career should be 
familiar with these concepts so they can respectively plan their 
transition out of a firm or understand what options may exist for 
acquiring ownership interest in a firm.

One option, an internal transition, allows an owner to sell to a 
known and trusted purchaser (or group of purchasers) who will 
be able to carry-on the success of the firm. To make an internal 
transition successful, the purchaser is typically a licensed 
architect who wants to take over and lead the firm. An internal 
transition formally combines a promotion for the younger 
architects with a transition to equity ownership. Similar to a 
buyout through a shareholder agreement, payments are usually 
made over time with the purchasers using the earnings from the 
firm to pay the seller. Usually, the seller does not immediately 
retire and walk away once the deal closes; rather, the seller 
usually will agree to work for a period of time to increase the 
likelihood that the transition will be a long-term success. The 
complexity of the internal transition will likely affect the cost of 
preparing legal documents to memorialize the deal.

Another option, an external sale, has many similarities in form 
to the internal transition. There are a variety of reasons that a 
seller will look for external transition options, from not having a 
qualified/motivated purchaser internally to having created a firm 
that has such a strong reputation in a certain industry or market-
sector that a competitor wants to obtain the goodwill and will pay 
a premium. The external purchasers, however, have less inherent 
knowledge and understanding of the seller’s firm, and thus a 
seller should expect that there will be a formal due diligence 
process. Depending on the size of the transaction, and the 
motivation of the parties to close on the deal, the due diligence 
period may last for a few weeks or last a few months.

When considering an external sale, one or more of the parties 
may be using a merger/acquisition broker, who provides a 
service to firms by marketing and negotiating deals. Broker 
fees are typically a relatively small flat fee to prepare the initial 
marketing memo, and then a fee conditioned on the completion 
of the transaction, based on the percentage of the value of the 
sale. Preparation of the legal documents in an external transaction 
– whether a merger, acquisition or asset sale – takes longer than 
in an internal sale, includes more seller representations and 
warranties than an internal transition and may have a portion 
of the purchase price subject to hold-back while the purchaser 
investigates the representations and warranties after the 
transaction closes.

The options available for a transition are inherently unique to 
each firm and require careful thought. Whether considering an 
internal transition (which may require continued participation 
by the seller in the business over a period of time) or an external 
transition (which may require time to find the right “match”), 
proper planning now can maximize transition opportunities, and 
avoid the risk of being forced to simply “wind down” the firm 
and forego being compensated for the blood, sweat and tears 
invested to make the firm a success.

The Historic American Buildings Survey:
Documenting Virginia’s Architectural Heritage

On display at the Branch Museum of Architecture and Design 
through May 29.

The Historic American Building Survey (HABS)
www.nps.gov/hdp/habs

began as a 1933 New Deal initiative, becoming a permanent 
federal program in 1934 when the National Park Service formed 
a crucial alliance with the Library of Congress and the American 
Institute of Architects. HABS is a public archive of measured 
drawings, photographs and written histories documenting 
structures across the country, from sheds to skyscrapers.

Included in the exhibition are 40 of Brian Grogan’s original, 
large-format photographs taken as part of various survey projects.

Exhibition and programming presented in partnership with HABS 
and the National Park Service.

Drawing on History: Infill Design Competition

Historic Richmond recognizes the needs and challenges of 
designing new construction on empty lots within the City of 
Richmond’s Old & Historic Districts. In an effort to encourage 
thoughtful and creative design and dialogue, Historic Richmond 
is hosting Drawing on History: Infill Design Competition. Cash 
prizes are offered and designs will be exhibited at the Branch 
Museum of Architecture and Design. Submission is free and 
entries are due May 13.

http://branchmuseum.org/events/drawing-on-history-infill-
design-competition

The Branch Museum of Architecture and Design is located at 
2501 Monument Avenue in Richmond, Virginia’s historic Fan 
District. Learn more at 

http://www.branchmuseum.org

http://www.nps.gov/hdp/habs
http://branchmuseum.org/events/drawing-on-history-infill-design-competition
http://branchmuseum.org/events/drawing-on-history-infill-design-competition
http://www.branchmuseum.org
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Girls in Architecture
by April Drake, AIA
Women in Architecture Committee

On April 2, the AIA Northern 
Virginia Women in Architecture 
Committee will introduce a local 
Girl Scout Troop in Arlington to 
the world of Architecture. Through 
a series of fun activities the girls 
will learn about geometric shapes, 

tall structures, programming and sketching. In addition, the girls 
will hear stories from women in the industry and learn about the 
different career paths available to Architects. The group will be 
comprised of approximately 15-20 Brownie aged Scouts. The 
Scouts who attend the event will be eligible to receive a STEM 
patch that can be worn on the back of their vest or sash. The troop 
will pair the event with an outing to the Art of the Airport Tower 
exhibit at the Smithsonian later in the month.   

DESIGNArlington Award Winners Announced

Organized by the Arlington County Department of Community 
Planning, Housing and Development, DESIGNArlington is a 
biennial awards program, launched in 2009, aimed at increasing 
public awareness of outstanding design. Residents, property 
owners, developers and members of the design community 
submit nominations for new construction, renovations, additions 
or adaptive re-use projects.

A panel of distinguished judges selected 11 winning projects 
this year. The judges include: Charles Matta, FAIA, Architect, 
US-GSA Public Buildings Service; Liesel Fenner, ASLA, Public 
Art Program Director, Maryland State Arts Council; Lan Hogue, 
RLA, Senior Associate, Michael Vergason Landscape Architects; 
and Karen Conkey, AIA, Karen Conkey Architects.

Information about the awards program and images of all the 
winning projects can be found at 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/planning/urban-design/
designarlington/2015-winners

Awards of Excellence
• 2332 North Tuckahoe Street - Paola Lugli, AIA Intl. Associate
• Arlington Mill Community Center - Davis, Carter, Scott Ltd.
• Discovery Elementary School - VMDO Architects
• The Hyde - Cunningham Quill Architects
• The Maxwell - KTGY Architecture & Planning
• Wakefield High School - Bowie Gridley Architects

Merit Awards
• 3001-3003 Washington Boulevard - Noritake Associates
• Arlington Boulevard - Vicki Scuri, VS SiteWorks & AECOM
• Davis Place - Cunningham Quill Architects
• Ripple (Water Pollution Control Plant Fence Enhancement - 

Tejo Remy & Rene Veenhuizen
• Rocky Run Park - Arlington County Department of Parks & 

Recreation, MTFA & Gordon

Architecture Exchange East, organized by AIA Virginia, will 
be held November 2-4, 2016, in Richmond, Virginia.

Presentation proposals, from a one-hour session to a full-day 
workshop, are now being collected. Creative approaches to 
content delivery, including panel discussions, tours and guided 
collaborative conversations are encouraged. All proposals are 
welcome. To propose an offering, complete and submit the 
Presentation Proposal Form by April 30, 2016. Your proposal will 
be reviewed and you will be contacted by July 2016. Details: 

www.aiava.org/prof_dev_news/archex-call-presentations

ArchEx Call for Presentations due April 30

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/planning/urban-design/designarlington/2015-winners
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/planning/urban-design/designarlington/2015-winners
http://www.aiava.org/prof_dev_news/archex-call-presentations
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Arlington Home & Garden Tour 2016
Benefitting the Love Quilt Project
April 30, 11:00a-4:00p

Hollin Hills House and Garden Tour 2016
April 30, 12:00-6:00p

Make your images count
ILLUSTRATEMYDESIGN.COMCONTACT US TO LEARN MORE

Hollin Hills, the award-winning mid-century modern 
neighborhood in Alexandria, will host a House & Garden Tour on 
Saturday, April 30.  This self-guided walking tour will showcase 
stunning examples of mid-century modern architecture and 
landscape. Tickets may be purchased in advance online for $25 
and $30 on the day of the tour at 

www.hollinhills.net/house-and-garden-tour-2016

This Home & Garden Tour 
showcases four homes designed 
by local award-winning architects, 
including Randall Mars, AIA; 
Charles Moore, AIA; David Ricks, 
AIA; and Gretchen Ginnerty, AIA. 
At each site, the architect will discuss 
their design approach, construction 
considerations and special features of 
the home. Arlington Magazine voted 
the Arlington Home & Garden Tour 
as one of the ’Best of’ in 2015. 

This is a fundraising event benefitting 
The Love Quilt Project, which uses 
the power of love to change the lives 
of vulnerable and orphaned South 

African and American children, many of them affected by the 
AIDS pandemic. Tour begins at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
4250 North Glebe Road, Arlington 22207. The tour is open to 
both design professionals and the public. 3 AIA HSW continuing 
education credits are offered for architects. Tickets are $25 and 
can be purchased at St. Peter’s Church on the day of the tour or 
online:

http://www.lovequiltproject.org Photograph courtesy John A. Burns, FAIA

http://www.hollinhills.net/house-and-garden-tour-2016
http://www.lovequiltproject.org
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In the interest of keeping our referral lists as current as 
possible, we have moved from downloadable PDFs to a 
sortable web-based interface. This allows us to make changes 
much more quickly and has the added benefit of allowing 
users to link directly to firms’ websites from aianova.org.  
You can visit the database of firms here:
   http://aianova.org/referral.php 

The firm data and practice area selections were taken from 
responses to the latest directory survey. If you didn’t fill one 
out, or would like to update your information, please send an 
email to: 
   referrals@aianova.org. 

Our listings can contain the following fields for each firm: 
Firm Name, Address, Website, Contact Name, Contact 
Email, Phone Number, Number of Personnel and up to five 
practice areas. If you feel your listing is incomplete, just send 
us an email with your updates, and we will post them as soon 
as possible.

Referral List System on www.aianova.org

 
April 1 - Registration Opens! 
May 31 - Super Saver deadline (available to members only) 

DesignDC is the premier regional conference focused on the 
unique challenges posed by working in Metropolitan Washington 
for architects, interior designers, engineers, contractors, planners, 
landscape architects and developers. This three-day conference 
features two days of educational sessions and trade show 
exhibits at the Washington Convention Center, and a third day 
full of opportunities to tour area projects. Earn AIA, GBCI, 
AICP, ASLA, IIDA, LACES and PDH credits. For details and 
registration, visit:

http://aiadc.com/designdc

Presented by AIA|DC, AIA Northern Virginia, AIA Potomac Valley, the 
Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International Interior Design Association 
(IIDA – MAC), the National Capital Area Chapter of the American 
Planning Association (APA), and the Potomac Chapter of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA).

Election 2016
Where the Presidential Candidates Stand

The 2016 election is one of 
tremendous importance. That 
is why the AIA is providing 
comprehensive, non-partisan 
information on where the 
major candidates for President 
stand on key issues. The 
information in the profiles is 
drawn from the candidates’ 
campaign websites and voting 
records, and from nonpartisan 
organizations. They also 
provide links to the candidates’ 
websites and other sources of 

election information.

The AIA does not endorse candidates for President, and how you 
vote is your business. The election offers America’s architects 
a chance to make their voice heard. Our goal is to help AIA 
members make informed decisions based on what candidates 
have said on critical issues architects will face in the next four 
years. View the profiles here:

www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAB107984

AIA Member Benefits
                                           (that you might not know about)

The Angle

Have you found yourself wishing there was there was a way to 
sift through all of the political and legislative news to find what 
directly affects you and your practice? Now that resource is here: 
introducing the ANGLE, where the fast-moving world of politics 
and legislation is viewed through the lens of architecture.

The new ANGLE blog
www.aia.org/advocacy/index.htm

will keep you up to date on the legislative and political issues that 
impact your profession and your community. You will see the 
latest on everything from analysis of new guidance from federal 
agencies to insight into how the President’s budget proposal will 
affect infrastructure. 

ANGLE readers will also be given chances to take advocacy for 
their profession into their own hands with posts about calls to 
action and legislative events in your area.

With the 2016 Presidential election, it is even more crucial to 
know how current legislation and politics affect architects. Join 
the Legislative Action Network now to subscribe & stay informed 

http://info.aia.org/advocacynetwork.aspx.

http://aianova.org/referral.php
mailto:referrals%40aianova.org?subject=
http://aiadc.com/designdc
http://www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/AIAB107984
http://www.aia.org/advocacy/index.htm
http://info.aia.org/advocacynetwork.aspx
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Join the AIA Now and Receive Free 
Registration for the 2016 Convention

Get Inspired - AIA Convention Features 3 Great 
Keynote Speakers

Did you see 
the new AIA 
commercial on 
TV? As part of 
AIA’s multi-year 
public awareness 
campaign, a new 
spot that speaks 

directly to the role architects play in designing the buildings of 
everyday living has been running on CNN, CNBC and Fox News 
and will continue to run throughout the primary season, reaching 
millions of viewers. If you haven’t seen it on TV, check it out at  

http://ilookup.org

Don’t New “Look Up” Spot Hits the Airwaves

The 2016 AIA Convention, May 19-21 in Philadelphia, offers 
more than 500 career-changing workshops, seminars, tours and 
events led by visionaries, industry leaders, grassroots champions 
and rising stars. A dynamic expo floor will be turned into a 
temporary built environment with hundreds of exhibitors.

This year’s Keynote Speakers are:
      Day 1 – Kevin Spacey
      Day 2 – Neri Oxman
      Day 3 – Rem Koolhaas

AIA Convention 2016 is free for new members. Students register 
for $25. Young professionals save nearly 30%. Register today at 

http://convention.aia.org

Those joining AIA for the first time are offered free convention 
registration for the 2016 AIA National Convention in 
Philadelphia, May 19-21, 2015. Details are available at 

http://www.aia.org/join

Follow AIA Northern Virginia

on Facebook 
facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter 
twitter.com/aianova

http://ilookup.org
http://convention.aia.org
http://www.aia.org/join
http://facebook.com/aianova
http://twitter.com/aianova
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On the Boards

Bethesda-Chevy Chase Middle School #2
Samaha Associates PC
Kensington, Maryland

The new four-story school is organized around a courtyard that 
provides natural light to interior classrooms, locker pods, and 
support spaces. Designed for a capacity of 944 and a core of 
1,200 students, the new school provides much needed classroom 
space in the Bethesda-Chevy Chase cluster.

The 13 acre site for Bethesda-Chevy Chase Middle School #2 
is steeply sloped, heavily wooded, and adjacent to a protected 
stream buffer. Samaha tucked the structure into the slope, 
reducing its mass. Designed to minimize its footprint and impact 
on trees, activity spaces such as the gymnasium, multi-purpose 
room, kitchen, and building support spaces are stacked and 
organized along an activity “street.” The main entrance is located 
on the lower level with the activity entrance on the main level, 
which provides direct access to the gymnasium. Designed to 
meet LEED® Silver certification, the 165,000 SF school is under 
construction and scheduled to open in August, 2017.
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Professional Practice

AIA Emerging Professionals Exhibit 2016 – This annual 
exhibit, open to architecture students, recent graduates and 
architects licensed less than 10 years, showcases new plans, 
projects, art and design from the rising generation. Selections are 
announced in June before going on display at AIA National and 
online. The submission deadline is April 19. Visit 

www.aia.org/careerstages/resources/AIAB091730.

Refer a New Member – Do you have a colleague who would 
benefit from membership in the AIA? Just complete this form – 

https://aiamembership.wufoo.com/forms/refer-a-new-member 
– and the AIA will follow up and contact them. Please note that 
new members receive free 2016 Convention registration. 

Alternative Compliance Method for Residential Energy – 
In response to the need for an alternative method to determine 
compliance with the Virginia residential energy requirements, the 
Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) collaborated with local builders and the VBCOA 
Energy Committee to develop an alternative that utilizes the US 
Department of Energy Rescheck software. Click here to view the 
memo in its entirety:

http:www.dhcd.virginia.gov/images/SBC/Residential-Energy-
Alternative-Compliance-Letter.pdf 

2015 Resilience Summit Report & Member Supplement – 
Interested in the latest architect-driven resilience planning, design 
and policy work? This document

www.aia.org/practicing/AIAB107976 
includes highlights from the Summit, with a recap of sessions on 
education, policy and advocacy; plus other resilience introductory 
and intermediate resources from AIA. Contribute to the dialogue 
on resilience by completing this member survey today:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qbyZm4vPQQZWth1TZv_
pUGHxrMb23CRzrer23scRkIo/viewform?c=0&w=1

AIA Call for 2017 NAAB Visiting Teams – The AIA is seeking 
nominees to serve on the 2017 National Architectural Accrediting 
Board (NAAB) school visitation team roster for a term of four 
years. NAAB will make the final selections. Application deadline 
is April 15. Learn more at 
www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/aia/documents/pdf/aiab108288.
pdf.

State Economic Profiles Updated – AIA has released an update 
to the State Economic Profiles. Each state profile contains 
economic indicators at the national, regional, and state level. 
These profiles can help you make better business decisions and 
inform discussions on policies:

www.aia.org/practicing/economics/profiles

Register for the Tysons Sustainability Summit – The day-
long conference on April 28 consists of educational seminars 
and discussions led by leaders in green/sustainable design and a 
product expo featuring emerging sustainable building products. 
Register at 

www.tysonssummit.org.

Architectural Graphic Standards, 12th Edition Now 
Available – This new edition features updated building 
codes and full integration of universal and sustainable design 
practices, and combines shorter and more accessible text with 
images illustrating the standards and progression of design and 
construction projects. With more than 300 newly-added drawings, 
tables and details, a full 25% of this edition is brand new:

http://store.aia.org/Architectural-Graphic-Standards-12th-
Edition/dp/B01BRU1X8Y.

2016 Next Generation Scholarship – The Academy of 
Architecture for Health (AAH) and the American College of 
Healthcare Architects (ACHA) will sponsor two intern architects 
to attend the 2016 Summer Leadership Summit (SLS). Submit an 
application by April 22:

http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/
ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=526afd0c-241b-
4b45-8789-a76eb4c9a422&tab=librarydocuments&Communit
yKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb.

Academy of Architecture for Health 2016 Call for Papers 
– Submit articles, innovative project case studies, completed 
research projects and monographs in the field of healthcare 
design by May 31:

http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/
ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=fbdc47fb-e2a8-4688-
acba-f00d6bc619ba&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=
5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb.

PlayHouzz 2016 – Houzz and AIA have teamed up for a 
charitable playhouse design contest and showcase open to 
the Houzz community. The contest is looking for innovative 
playhouse design entries that inspire a sense of imaginative play. 
Entries are due April 8. Details are available at:

www.houzz.com/ideabooks/60627250/thumbs/enter-
playhouzz-2016.

The Payette Sho-Ping Chin Memorial Academic Scholarship 
was established specifically for a woman studying architecture 
within a NAAB accredited bachelor or master’s degree program. 
The $10,000 scholarship will be awarded to a student who will 
be entering at least their third year of undergraduate or any level 
of graduate study within an accredited architecture program. 
Applications due April 8. Find details at:

https://aiafoundation.slideroom.com/#/login/program/29147/
wwmh57OOBc.

Health Foundation Seeks Architects for Leadership Program 
– The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the nation’s leading 
health foundation, seeks architects and diverse professionals 
for a new leadership program to build a Culture of Health. 
Individuals will receive an annual stipend of $20,000 to complete 
a bold project that drives health-related change in every sector. 
Application deadline is April 19. Information is available at 

http://cultureofhealth-leaders.org.

http://www.aia.org/careerstages/resources/AIAB091730
https://aiamembership.wufoo.com/forms/refer-a-new-member
http:www.dhcd.virginia.gov/images/SBC/Residential-Energy-Alternative-Compliance-Letter.pdf
http:www.dhcd.virginia.gov/images/SBC/Residential-Energy-Alternative-Compliance-Letter.pdf
http://www.aia.org/practicing/AIAB107976
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qbyZm4vPQQZWth1TZv_pUGHxrMb23CRzrer23scRkIo/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qbyZm4vPQQZWth1TZv_pUGHxrMb23CRzrer23scRkIo/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/aia/documents/pdf/aiab108288.pdf
http://www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/aia/documents/pdf/aiab108288.pdf
http://www.aia.org/practicing/economics/profiles
http://www.tysonssummit.org
http://store.aia.org/Architectural-Graphic-Standards-12th-Edition/dp/B01BRU1X8Y
http://store.aia.org/Architectural-Graphic-Standards-12th-Edition/dp/B01BRU1X8Y
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=526afd0c-241b-4b45-8789-a76eb4c9a422&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=526afd0c-241b-4b45-8789-a76eb4c9a422&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=526afd0c-241b-4b45-8789-a76eb4c9a422&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=526afd0c-241b-4b45-8789-a76eb4c9a422&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=fbdc47fb-e2a8-4688-acba-f00d6bc619ba&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=fbdc47fb-e2a8-4688-acba-f00d6bc619ba&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=fbdc47fb-e2a8-4688-acba-f00d6bc619ba&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://network.aia.org/academyofarchitectureforhealth/ourlibrary/viewdocument?DocumentKey=fbdc47fb-e2a8-4688-acba-f00d6bc619ba&tab=librarydocuments&CommunityKey=5ac54771-1122-4d1f-ac18-d2d12d6a94fb
http://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/60627250/thumbs/enter-playhouzz-2016
http://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/60627250/thumbs/enter-playhouzz-2016
https://aiafoundation.slideroom.com/#/login/program/29147/wwmh57OOBc
https://aiafoundation.slideroom.com/#/login/program/29147/wwmh57OOBc
http://cultureofhealth-leaders.org
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FYI

MTFA Architecture and its Historic Preservation division, 
John Milner Associates Preservation, are pleased to announce 
the following promotions to support our continued growth and 
success:

• Meagan Jancy, AIA, LEED® AP BD+C to Associate 
Principal – Meagan has led successful projects as a designer, 
project architect and project manager at MTFA Architecture for 
over a decade. She is recognized for her expertise, creativity, 
dedication and ability to learn as well as teach. She currently 
serves as president of the AIA Northern Virginia Chapter.

• Brian Vassallo, AIA to Associate Principal – Brian has 
brought design excellence while taking on technical and 
management challenges with ease at MTFA Architecture for 
the last fifteen years. He has participated in many of the firm’s 
“gateway” projects that have led to broader markets and growth.

• Sathya Moorthy, RA, LEED® AP BD+C to Senior Associate 
– Sathya has served as a project architect and project manager on 
county government and federal government projects including 
the US Custom House in Baltimore, the US Tax Court in 
Washington, DC and the Poff Federal Courthouse in Roanoke.

• Annie Sauser, LEED® AP BD+C to Associate – Annie brings 
years of experience in architectural preservation to John Milner 
Associates Preservation. In 2015 her work on the restoration 
of the East Feliciana Parish Courthouse was recognized with a 
design award from the American Institute of Architects.

• Braden Field AIA, LEED® AP to Associate – Braden brings 
excellence in conceptual design, technical issues and project 
management. Our clients have come to rely on his outstanding 
work and responsiveness. He actively engages every project as 
an opportunity to learn, teach and pursue great design. Braden 
is also co-chair of the AIA Northern Virginia Young Architects 
Forum.

• Amanda Edwards, PA-AIC, LEED® Green Associate 
to Associate – Amanda has been entrusted to work on the 
conservation of some of our nation’s finest historic buildings and 
has done so with excellence. With her long standing experience 
at John Milner Associates Preservation, she provides technical 
solutions for historic buildings and adaptive reuse projects.

Joining Samaha Associates, P.C. is Heather Furman, a 2005 
graduate of Marymount University with a Bachelor of Interior 
Design; Jhoel Prevendido from the Savannah College of Art 
+ Design with a Master of Architecture awarded in 2015; and 
Randal H. Beard, AIA, who brings more than 27 years of 
architectural experience to Samaha. Congratulations also to 
Jenny Alvarez and Omari A. Davis who are newly registered 
architects.

Paul Falkenbury, AIA, REFP, with Samaha Associates, P.C., 
presented “A Collaborative Process” with Dr. Christine Handy of 
Gaithersburg High School, Todd Ward of Hess Construction and 

2311 Wilson Boulevard 
MTFA Architecture

Debbie Szyfer of Montgomery County Public Schools Division 
of Long Range Planning at ASBO’s Spring Conference. The 
purpose was to discuss the benefits of a collaborative process 
during the planning, design and construction of the recently 
completed LEED Gold certified Gaithersburg High School. Paul 
also participated in a cross agency work group with Montgomery 
County Public Schools, the Cities of Gaithersburg and Rockville, 
the Montgomery County Council, the Montgomery County 
Council of Parent-Teacher Associations, the Maryland State 
Department of Education, County Office of Budget, Management 
and General Services and County planning officials. Work 
group members addressed the increasing difficulty of finding 
school sites large enough for the traditional school model as 
the population of Montgomery County grows and the area 
becomes more urbanized. Innovative options included the use of 
commercial and industrial sites, building schools on small sites, 
co-locating schools with community centers, parks, and libraries 
and developing specialty schools that would be smaller than 
comprehensive schools.

2311 Wilson Boulevard, designed by MTFA Architecture has a 
new tenant.  Opower, a global leader in energy saving software 
for the utility industry announced their new home will be the 
top 3 levels of the building. Opower spent years searching for 
the perfect fit for their fast growing company.  In 2014, The 
Washington Post reported that Opower Manager of Office 
Operations, Steven Yates said “it’s critical that Opower choose 
a building and location that make it an attractive place to work 
for the highly skilled, often young workers for which it competes 
with other tech firms. Early in design, MTFA Architecture 
branded 2311 Wilson Boulevard “The Clean Technology 
Center.” MTFA Architecture is ecstatic to see that thoughtful and 
sustainable design has attracted a like-minded business tenant.

KGD Architecture announces that Aria, a conceptual 1 million-
square-foot multi-generational, mixed-income, and mixed-use 
community has won the national NAIOP Niche Development 
design competition for senior living. KGD is now working with 
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Membership Update

Hiring or Looking for a Job?
The AIA Northern Virginia’s Online Job Board can help.

Chapter members can easily post job opportunities free of 
charge. And those looking for a job should regularly check 
the postings. Just visit the job board to get started:  

www.aianova.org/jobs.php

The Chapter also maintains a digital resume library. If you 
wish to include your resume, please send a PDF to 

aianova@aianova.org 
If you are hiring and would like to request the resumes we 
have in our library, just let us know at nd we’ll email you the 
resumes we have for the level of experience you need.

Another source for both employers and job-seekers is the 
National AIA Career Center:  

careercenter.aia.org

New Members

Janki S. Bhatia, AIA, SmithGroup JJR
Darwin B. Carr´e IV, Assoc. AIA, KTGY Group, Inc. 
Heba H. Elamin, Assoc. AIA, Cooper Carry Architects
Caitlin E. Gallagher, Assoc. AIA, Jacobs
Yoko Grigorovich-Barsky, Intl. Assoc. AIA, Deco Design Studio
Ahmed H. Hassan, AIA, Michael Baker International
William A. Hazel III, Assoc. AIA, Dewberry Architects
Femi J. Ibitoye, Assoc. AIA, Wendel WD Architecture, 

Engineering, Surveying & Landscape Architecture P.C.
Saritha V. Jeyaguru, Intl. Assoc. AIA, Kerns Group Architects
Wade T. Kratzer, Assoc. AIA, Grimm and Parker Architects
Michael J. Marable, Assoc. AIA
Sonakul Meejaroen, AIA, MV & A Architects
Paola Moreno, Assoc. AIA, MG2
W. Jay Nelson III, AIA, Gro Development, LLC
Niki Pardakhti, Assoc. AIA, LeMay Erickson Willcox Architects
Eric M. Reed, AIA, Leuterio Thomas LLC
Joshua E. Rubbelke, Assoc. AIA, HOK
Jose C. Sanchez, Assoc. AIA, Little Diversified Architectural 

Consulting
Jian Jun Sun, AIA, Davis Carter Scott Ltd
Mahzad Tashakori, Assoc. AIA, Fox Architects
Anh Tran, Assoc. AIA, Little Diversified Architectural Consulting
Canan Usdu-Topalhan, Assoc. AIA, PGAL
Thomas A. Womeldurf, AIA, Institute for Building Technology 
and Safety

Upgrading Members

C. Richard Bierce, AIA, to Architect Emeritus
Diane Jaeger Pittman, AIA, to Architect Emeritus
Christopher J. Winnike, AIA, MTFA Architecture to Architect

a private-partnership development of Silver Spring-based Lee 
Development Group and the Housing Opportunities Commission 
of Montgomery County to bring the Aria concept to Elizabeth 
Square, a $200 million mixed-use project in Silver Spring.

GPI  Greenman-Pedersen has completed the design of the 
Sands Capital Management office at 1000 Wilson Boulevard in 
Arlington. SCM will occupy the top four floors of the building 
including a new roof deck, which offers fantastic views of the 
Rosslyn and DC skylines. A few of the key components of 
the space are a large conferencing center, roof top terrace for 
entertaining, an interconnecting stair and a 24/7 capable Trading 
Area, including generator backup.  Team members include OTJ 
Architects, Avison Young, Monday Properties and Davis 
Construction. The project is currently under construction.

 
KGD Architecture (Kishimoto.Gordon.Dalaya PC) is pleased to 
announce that Arlington County has approved The Village Center 
Development coming to the corner of Columbia Pike and George 
Mason Drive. The project includes a new six-story apartment 
building with 365 market-rate residential units, new retail spaces 
and a three-level parking garage. The firm has recently completed 
a renovation of 3100 Clarendon Blvd. in Arlington, giving it a 
new, contemporary look that seamlessly integrates the tower into 
the thriving urban village center. The comprehensive renovation 
included state of the art replacement of the building mechanical 
and electrical systems and façade enhancements to achieve LEED 
certification.

Hickok Cole Architects has been selected to design the 62,000 
sf headquarters renovation of the American Geophysical Union 
(AGU), the world’s largest organization of Earth and space 
scientists. The goal of this groundbreaking renovation is to create 
the metropolitan region’s first-ever existing commercial building 
conversion striving to meet “net zero” energy. The project will 
also include building elements highlighting and promoting the 
work of Earth and space scientists, and will provide a state-of-
the-art gathering and meeting place for members and visitors.

Please share your news with us at aianova@aianova.org.

Village Center Development 
KDG Architecture

http://www.aianova.org/jobs.php
mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://careercenter.aia.org
mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
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Calendar

AIA Northern Virginia Calendar - www.aianova.org

AIA|DC Calendar - http://aiadc.com/calendar

AIA Potomac Valley Calendar - www.aiapv.org/calendar

AIA Virginia Calendar -  https://www.aiava.org/events

Branch Museum Calendar - http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events

April

Women in Architecture Committee Meeting
April 4 | 6:00p | Alexandria

Architecture Lab Committee Meeting
April 5 | 6:30p | Alexandria

Young Architects Forum / ELA Happy Hour
April 8 | 5:30p | Alexandria

ARE – Structural Systems
April 8-10 | Arlington

AIA Northern Virginia Architecture Week
April 9-16 | Various Locations

Skyline Yoga
April 9 | 10:00a | Arlington

Walking Tour of Historic Old Town Alexandria
April 10 | 1:00p | Alexandria

Working with an Architect
April 10 | 12:00p | Alexandria

Architecture at its Best:
An Exhibit of Award-Winning Projects by Local Architects
April 10-16 | Alexandria

WAAC Open House
April 10 | 1:00p | Alexandria

Intersection of Art and Architecture - A Panel Discussion
April 10 | 6:00p | Alexandria

AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
April 11 | 4:30p | Alexandria

Architecture Scavenger Hunt for Children
April 16 | 1:00p | Alexandria

Construction Tour:
Liberty Crest (Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse Area)
April 16 | 10:00a | Lorton

CRAN Seminar:
A User’s Guide to Working with a Landscape Architect
April 19 | 6:30p | Washington, DC

360 Mentoring General Session
April 20 | 6:15p | Arlington

Trivia Night
April 21 | 7:00p | Alexandria

Construction Tour: St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
April 28 | 6:00p | Washington, DC

ARE: Schematic Design + 2 Vignettes
April 30 | 10:00a | Arlington

Classified Ads

High School Students Seek Summer Internships

Honors Student Seeks Summer Job in Fairfax
 
An honors student at Robinson Secondary School seeks summer 
employment with a local architectural firm. While currently 
an “A” student in Architectural Drawing with extensive 
extracurricular activities in baseball, conditioning, volunteer work 
and the National Honor Society, he plans to begin undergraduate 
architecture studies at Virginia Tech in the fall of 2018. Interested 
employers may contact him at 

architect@igregor.us

Summer Internship for High School Senior in 
Alexandria

Graduating Mount Vernon High School senior seeks full-time or 
part-time summer architecture internship in Alexandria area. I am 
looking to gain experience in an architectural firm before starting 
a college degree in architecture. I have an excellent academic 
record and am currently gaining experience with Autodesk 
Inventor in school. Resume available upon request. If interested, 
contact me at 

stephenpvb@gmail.com

http://www.aianova.org
http://aiadc.com/calendar
http://www.aiapv.org/calendar
https://www.aiava.org/events/
http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events/
mailto:architect%40igregor.us?subject=
mailto:stephenpvb%40gmail.com?subject=
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a
Inaugural Partners

Ames & Gough

Bobrick/Architectural Resources, Inc.

Boral TruExterior Trim and Siding

CADD Microsystems, Inc.

HGA Architects and Engineers

Marvin Windows + Doors

Modern Door and Equipment, Inc.

Mosaic Express Printing

Moseley Architects

Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aianova.org

