
We introduced our first digital newsletter with the March/April 2008 issue. Since then, 
we have sent everyone a digital copy of the newsletter, requesting that members go 
green and ‘opt out’ of receiving the printed version.

Many of you have done that, recognizing that the digital version is more sustainable 
for the environment, arrives earlier, is in color, includes hyperlinks and can be viewed 
anywhere – on computers, smartphones, tablets and the web.

This year, beginning with the May/June 2013 edition, the digital version will become 
the standard format for our newsletter.

Recognizing that some members may prefer to receive a paper version, we will 
continue to print a limited run of the newsletter for those who ‘opt in’ to receiving a 
hardcopy. To continue receiving a paper edition, please call the Chapter House at 
(703) 549-9747 or email your request to aianova@aianova.org by April 15, 2013.

We genuinely appreciate your support of the Chapter’s commitment to greener practices.

The 2013 ARE Prep Series is 
scheduled to kick off in February 
with a Roundtable discussion 
featuring staff from NCARB to 
help answer your IDP and exam 
registration questions.

On February 20, the 
Supplemental Series will begin 
and occur each Wednesday 
night for seven weeks. These 
courses help provide information 
on topics that are sprinkled 
throughout the ARE exams. 
These classes also provide 
continuing education credits for 
licensed architects who want to 
brush up on subjects like historic 
preservation or accessibility.

The standard exam series begins in March on Saturday mornings, with sessions 
focusing on the specific subject areas covered by each exam. Corresponding vignettes 
will also be reviewed. These classes have been scheduled to allow candidates time to 
take the appropriate exam before the next review session begins.
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Schedule Announced for 2013 ARE Prep Courses
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Structural Systems seminar with David Thaddeus, AIA
Ela J. Nowak, Associate AIA, Photographer

Celebrate Mardi 
Gras at the Annual 
Open House 

Tuesday, February 12
6:00-8:00p

At the Chapter House
205 South Patrick Street
Old Town Alexandria 

The Open House is free 
and reservations are not 
necessary.

continues on page 12

AIA Northern Virginia News Going (More) Digital

YOU MUST CONTACT THE CHAPTER HOUSE TO 
CONTINUE RECEIVING THE PRINT NEWSLETTER!

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20continue%20to%20receive%20the%20printed%20newsletter
http://www.aianova.org


205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
(703) 549-9747 Phone (703) 549-9783 Fax
aianova@aianova.org www.aianova.org

AIA Northern Virginia News

Communications 2013 Board of Directors

Executive Committee 

Edward D. Weaver, AIA
President

Scott Matties, AIA
President Elect

Sean Reilly, AIA
Treasurer

Meagan W. Jancy, AIA
Secretary 

William T. Brown, AIA
Past President

Directors

Christopher S. Kehde, AIA
  Second Vice President
Derek J. Moore, AIA
  Second Vice President
David Prevette, AIA
  Second Vice President

Karen M. Conkey, AIA
Theresa del Ninno, AIA
Shane C. Dunleavy, Assoc. AIA
Sonia R. Jarboe, Assoc. AIA
Carter Jones, AIA
Spencer E. Lepler, AIA
John E. Linam, Jr., AIA
T. J. Meehan, AIA
Gavin D. Myers, AIA

Virginia Society Directors

William T. Brown, AIA
John A. Burns, FAIA
Brian J. Donnelly, AIA
Beth Reader, AIA
Kevin G. Sneed, AIA

 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER

President’s Letter

©2013 AIA Northern Virginia

AIA Northern Virginia News2

by Edward D. Weaver, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President

Everyday Architecture

continues on page 6

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:
AIA Northern Virginia News
205 South Patrick Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Chapter Staff 

Deborah Burns, Hon. AIA
Executive Director

Matt Shuba, Assoc. AIA
Communications Director

Lorin Boswell
Membership Director

Rachel Williams, Assoc. AIA
Graphics Director

Communications Committee

Gavin D. Myers, AIA
  Chair

AIA NOVA News (PE17952) is 
published six (6) times yearly: 
January/February, March/April, 
May/June, July/August, Sep-
tember/October and November/
December by the American 
Institute of Architects Northern 
Virginia Chapter, 205 South 
Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA, 
22314, 703-549-9747. Periodicals 
Postage Rates Paid at Alexandria, 
VA #0017-952. Subscription for 
members $15/year.

The views expressed in the 
articles and advertisements in 
AIA NOVA News are those of 
the authors and may not reflect 
the official policy of the AIA 
Northern Virginia Chapter. No 
endorsement of those views or 
advertisements should be inferred 
unless specifically identified as 
the official policy of the AIA 
Northern Virginia Chapter.

It’s a new year, but we have to pick up where we left off. 
Isn’t that always the case? Turning the page might mean the 
beginning of a new chapter, but the story continues. Building on 
the President’s remarks in the November/December newsletter 
by William Brown, AIA (here it is - www.aianova.org/pdf/
newsletters/Nov_Dec_2012.pdf - go ahead and reread it if you’re 
online, I’ll wait…), he talked about the AIA Repositioning 
effort, and also about the challenges that we as individuals in the 
profession face moving forward. What are we up against?

Bad decisions have created an economic headwind, and architects 
are needed as leaders in myriad ways to break through the 
roadblocks of a distorted financing environment, regulatory 
uncertainty and overreach, needlessly complicated bureaucratic 
processes, and ill-considered funding priorities. We seem to be 
in a state of perpetual crisis: some real, some imagined and some 
contrived.  

Those inclined to see a crisis as something not to “go to waste” 
are less inclined to pursue objective solutions, and more inclined 
to use them cynically or allow them to grow in the first place. We 
have no shortage of problems; that is clear.  

The good news is that architects are natural problem solvers. 
Through “problem seeking” and our inclination to fully and 
properly define the context and challenge, we are well equipped 
to develop solutions that optimize function, value, aesthetics 
and a host of sometimes intangible qualities and benefits for our 
clients and community. We can extend this approach, this ethic, 
beyond our traditional work on buildings and places. Applying 
our analytical and creative skills more broadly is always 
beneficial – and sometimes, it might just be essential.

The last five years have been extraordinarily challenging for our 
profession and the nation, and it is difficult to find compelling 
evidence that the next five will prove any less so. But looking 
back at how our profession played visible and important roles 
after 9/11, we see a model and reminder of how we can positively 
impact recovery. This is not a part-time role for us, that of 
rebuilder and healer, but rather a common element of our calling 
as design professionals.

We, along with our colleagues in the allied fields of landscape 
architecture, engineering and the construction trades (to name 
but a few), have the capacity to improve the lives of many, in 
so many ways, as a natural outcome of our work. What a grand 
opportunity! And that alone is a cause for optimism, when you 
consider the talent and expertise that resides in our profession, 
and in our Chapter.

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aianova.org
http://www.aianova.org/pdf/newsletters/Nov_Dec_2012.pdf
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Our Lunch Series offers either two related seminars, provid ing you the opportunity to 
earn 2 continuing education hours. The first presentation is held from 11:00a - noon. 
There will then be a 15 minute break to get lunch, which will be provided and can be 
eaten during the second presentation which runs from 12:15 - 1:15p. Locations for our 
Lunch Series will rotate to make it easier for more members to attend.
 
Wednesday, February 6
11:00a-1:15p, at the Chapter House, 205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria 22314.

Session 1: Building Integrated Photovoltaic Roofing
1 AIA HSW/SD CEH
An introduction to Photovoltaic Roofing Systems that covers the history and evolution while 
describing how today’s most prevalent and emerging technologies function. Understand the dif-
ferent types of solar electric roofing panels that are used for photovoltaics and how this can be 
integrated into new and existing buildings.

Session 2: Vegetated Garden Roof Systems
1 AIA HSW/SD CEH
An introduction to Vegetated Roofing Systems. Participants will gain an understanding of the ben-
efits of Vegetated Roof Systems, be knowledgeable in the difference between intensive and exten-
sive systems, and understand the purpose of the system components under the growing medium.
Both sessions are presented by Marty Jakovics with Tremco Roofing and Building Maintenance.
AIA members attend free of charge, non-members are $20. Space is limited and registration is required. Please 
e-mail your registration request to reservations@aianova.org and include your AIA number, if applicable.

Recognizing that sustainable design practices have become a mainstream design intention in the 
architectural community, the AIA Board of Directors has voted to allow the Sustainable Design 
(SD) education requirement to sunset at the end of calendar year 2012.

AIA members will no longer need to complete the Sustainable Design requirement to fulfill their 
AIA continuing education. For 2013, AIA members are required to satisfy a minimum of 18 LUs 
per year. Of this total, 12 must meet the Health, Safety, and Welfare (HSW) criteria.

Friday, January 25
Noon-1:30p, at the Chapter House, 205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria 22314.

This seminar will offer an overview of the current real estate market with statistics specifically 
related to Northern Virginia, how the construction to permanent loan has come back into vogue and 
how banks are now packaging the product with relation to lending guidelines for ground-up builds 
and renovation projects coupled with some marketing ideas to attract new business. Topics include: 
the current state of residential lending, what’s new in residential construction loans, what items can 
be financed in a construction loan, and builder approval and the flexibility of the draw schedule.

Presented by Keith Raggio and Scott Shelton, with George Mason Mortgage, LLC, specialists in 
residential construction lending using the Construction to Permanent loan.

Organized by the Small Firms Roundtable, this free seminar will take place at the Chapter House, 
205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria. 1.5 CEH. Lunch will be provided. The roundtable is open to 
all members. Registration is required by emailing the Chapter at reservations@aianova.org.

Committee Chairs

Jean O’Toole, AIA
Architecture in the Schools

Gavin D. Myers, AIA
Communications

Natalie DiVito Cunneen, Assoc. AIA
Andrew Cunneen, Assoc. AIA
Community Service / Canstruction

Carter Jones, AIA
Continuing Education 

Karen M. Conkey, AIA
J. Paul Lewis, AIA
Design Awards

David E. E. Shirey, AIA
Committee on the Environment

Al Cox, FAIA
Fellows

William T. Brown, AIA
Keith Whitener
Golf Tournament

Stephen Smith, AIA
Historic Resources

Brian J. Donnelly, AIA
Honors

Valerie Hassett, AIA
Statewide Legislative Affairs

David Prevette, AIA
Schools Connections

John E. Linam, Jr., AIA
Karen M. Conkey, AIA
Small Firms

Robert E. Beach, AIA 
Washington Builders Ball

Sonia Jarboe, Associate AIA
Women in Architecture

Anna Barbour Nolan, AIA
Spencer Lepler, AIA
Young Architects Forum
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Lunch Series

CES Update: Sustainable Design Credit Requirement Eliminated

Small Firms Roundtable: Residential Construction Financing

mailto:reservations@aianova.org
mailto:reservations%40aianova.org?subject=Small%20Firms%20Rountable%201/25


LEED v4 available to the public after June of 2013, though as 
with past releases there will be overlap between this version and 
LEED 2009. Projects registered under the current rating system 
will continue in process and may have the option to upgrade to 
version 4. More information on the changes coming can be found 
at www.usgbc.org/leedv4.  

Jon Penndorf, AIA, LEED AP BD+C is a Project Manager and the Sus-
tainability Leader for the DC Office of Perkins+Will. He is the 2013 Vice 
Chair of the AIA National Young Architects Forum Advisory Committee.  
jon.penndorf@perkinswill.com 

Postponed due to Hurricane Sandy, we have rescheduled our 
Golf Tournament for Monday, April 22, 2013. So both player and 
sponsorship opportunities are still available.

We are hosting our 6th annual tournament at River Creek Club in 
Leesburg. Whether you’re a novice or a pro, you’ll have a great 
time. So gather your foursome and sign-up. And know you are 
helping to fund our scholarship program for local architecture 
students.

Details can be found on our website: www.aianova.org/golf.php
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AIA Northern Virginia Golf Tournament 
Rescheduled for April 22

The U.S. Green Building Council pushed back the next version 
of LEED® to 2013, and for good reason. What is coming toward 
us next year has the potential to be a more robust, truer measure 
of a building’s sustainability. Yes, it’s still a checklist with credits 
and points and thresholds (and Olympic medal-type hierarchies), 
but those points have been reweighted to reflect the more global 
priorities of climate change and human health. LEED version 4 
has the goal of going beyond “less bad” buildings. Here’s a short 
peek at some of the changes coming our way.

More choices. LEED v4 will update LEED for New Construc-
tion (BD+C), Schools, and Existing Buildings Operations and 
Maintenance (EBOM). New rating systems are being developed 
though for more specific project types. Expect to see LEED rat-
ing systems for data centers, warehouses and “big box” retail, 
hospitality, and Mid-rise Residential. Also coming are more spe-
cific Existing Buildings programs for Schools and Retail. LEED 
for Neighborhood Development (ND) will also be refined and 
expanded with a new LEED ND Plan to recognize the long-term 
nature of master planning.

New Categories! New Credits! The Sustainable Sites category 
remains but previous credits dealing with transportation options 
have been broken out into a new “Location and Transportation” 
group; fairly logical, since bicycle parking does really have much 
to do with light pollution anyway. All the alternate transportation 
credits have been moved to L&T. Also in the new L&T category 
a new “High Priority Site” credit includes the previous brown-
field redevelopment requirements. Most of the previous credits in 
Sustainable Sites remain, adding a new Site Assessment credit for 
predesign analysis of a site.

More Monitoring. There are new prerequisites for building level 
metering of both water and energy, and a new credit in Water Ef-
ficiency and in Energy & Atmosphere for advanced metering (or 
sub-metering). This change makes sense in terms of benchmark-
ing a building’s performance and proving it meets design goals. 
It’s unclear if building owners will be required to disclose the 
data to USGBC, but it definitely sets up an easier transition for 
buildings from LEED BD+C to LEED EBOM.

Greater Transparency.  The Materials and Resources category 
has been rethought and repackaged, requiring greater transpar-
ency in disclosing what is actually in a building. New Building 
Product Disclosure and Optimization credits – 3 of them – have 
been added to cover sourcing of raw materials, third party envi-
ronmental product declarations (ERDs) and listing of material in-
gredients. These credits may initially be challenging for projects 
to achieve as a good amount of material data and sourcing isn’t 
available, yet. More and more manufacturers are making ERDs 
available and disclosing ingredients, but the industry is awhile 
away from that being widespread.  

USGBC is currently looking for about one hundred projects with 
which to beta test LEED v4. Right now they anticipate making 

GreenSpace – LEED Version 4 Coming (Maybe) in 2013

by Jon Penndorf, AIA, LEED® AP BD+C
Project Manager at Perkins + Will

mailto:jon.penndorf%40perkinswill.com?subject=
http://www.aianova.org/golf.php
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We have begun our search for a signature architectural space for 
this year’s AIA Northern Virginia Design Awards and are looking 
for your suggestions. We anticipate holding the event in early 
June, so we need your suggestions by January 31.

Our ideal space would incorporate the following qualities: 

▪  Space to accommodate approximately 150 attendees
▪  Permits catering + alcoholic beverage consumption
▪  The ability to support audio/visual capabilities
▪  Require at most a minimal space rental fee
▪  Be Metro accessible for easy access to the event

The Design Awards Committee is looking for volunteers to help 
plan our Design Awards Program and Gala. The committee’s first 
planning meeting for 2013 will be held on Wednesday, January 
16, from noon-1:30p at the Chapter House.

If you are interested in volunteering for the committee or have a 
venue suggestion, please email us at aianova@aianova.org.

But another critical ingredient is humility; humility about 
the limits of architecture to “save the world.” It is direction, 
not perfection, which is important. Try to make each project, 
each effort, lead toward a better outcome for those who will 
experience it. Incrementally, it’s amazing how far you can go. 

Every day, designers are making it easier for parents and teachers 
to transmit knowledge and wisdom to the next generation by 
creating better schools; every day, designers are improving the 
lives of families by crafting homes that celebrate the rituals of 
daily life and provide an oasis from the world outside; every day, 
designers are making us more productive in our workplaces by 
understanding how people collaborate; every day, designers are 
planning parks and streetscapes that can inviting children and 
parents alike away from the glow of the computer or television 
screen, encouraging recreation, commerce and community;  
every day, designers are working to improve public safety by 
developing humane facilities for justice; every day, designers are 
supporting faith communities by inspiringly shaping their places 
of worship; every day, designers are devising safe and efficient 
facilities for manufacturing and industry; every day, designers 
are enhancing the healing process by conceiving regenerative 
medical facilities; every day, designers are guiding the 
development of secure facilities for our soldiers and diplomats 
overseas.

The list is as lengthy and varied as our collective portfolios, and 
our impact stretches far beyond what many of us might fully 
realize. What do you think?

Hosted by AIA St. Louis, the 30th annual AIA National 
Photography Competition© is open to all registered 
architects, AIA members and AIAS members. Entries are due 
March 1, 2013.

Cash awards are given to the top 
winners and 14 entries will be 
exhibited at the 2013 AIA National 
Convention in Denver. Images for 
the 2015 Engagement Calendar, 
published by Universe, will be 
selected from all submitted entries 
and will include the 14 award 
winners.

The entry fee for AIA members 
(AIA & Assoc. AIA) is $30; AIAS 
members $15; and $60 for non-member registered architects.

The rules and regulations and entry form can be found at: 
   http://aia-stlouis.org/photo_contest.asp

AIA Northern Virginia News6

2013 AIA Northern Virginia Design Awards

Call for Venue
Call for Volunteers

President’s Letter Cont.: Everyday Architecture
continued from page 2

2013 AIA National Photography Competition

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://aia-stlouis.org/photo_contest.asp


AIA Northern Virginia News 7

On November 6, Virginia voted by a nearly 3-1 margin to amend 
the state constitution and drastically change eminent domain law. 
The constitutional amendment may ultimately be the source of 
quite a few unintended consequences in the future.

The Existing Law

The Constitution of Virginia, like the United States Constitution, 
already barred government entities from taking private property 
for public use without just compensation. The Virginia Constitu-
tion previously stated that the General Assembly would define 
“public uses.” Existing statutes passed by the General Assembly 
made clear:

▪ No more private property could be taken than was neces-
sary to achieve the stated public use; and

▪ Takings were not permitted for matters where the pri-
mary purpose was private financial gain, private benefit, an 
increase in tax base or tax revenues, an increase in employ-
ment, or economic development.

The Constitutional Changes

The Constitutional Amendment enshrined some existing statu-
tory elements with constitutional level fiat. The Amendment also 
added some new elements as well.

▪ Public use is no longer to be defined by the General As-
sembly, and the private use language above was added to the 
Virginia Constitution;

▪ No more private property could be taken than was neces-
sary to achieve the stated public use, adding this language to 
the Virginia Constitution;

▪ The Virginia Constitution now places the burden firmly on 
the condemnor to prove public use with no presumption;

▪ The language now bars not just the “taking” of property with-
out compensation, but also the “damaging” of property; and

▪ “Just compensation” must include not just the value of 
property taken, but also lost profits, lost access, and damages 
to the residue.

What are the Impacts?

First, it likely just got a lot harder and more expensive to solve 
the transportation problems in Northern Virginia. Acquisition 
of right of way access is a major cost component in our road 
construction expenses. Forced to pay for lost profits and residual 
damages, VDOT’s current funding woes are likely only made 
worse by this change.

Condemnation Changed (Permanently?) 
In Virginia
by Timothy R. Hughes, Esquire
AIA Northern Virginia Legal Columnist

The change to allow fights over “damages” to property triggering 
a taking is likely to spawn substantial and unpredictable litiga-
tion. As with the residual damages, this will add uncertainty to 
land acquisition costs for right of way and make VDOT projects 
even harder to advance. The types of claimants asserting that 
their property is “damaged” by governmental action are probably 
only limited by the creativity of their lawyers.

Finally, changing this amendment in the future will be very hard. 
Passing a constitutional amendment requires passage through the 
General Assembly twice with identical language and an interven-
ing election between the two votes. That effort must be followed 
by adoption by the voters. This amendment was mostly ignored 
by the business community who advocated en masse against the 
passage on the second go round, only to be rebuffed by legislators 
who did not want to explain their positive votes the first time.  

We will have to see in the future whether the amendment imposes 
even further funding burdens on our transportation infrastructure. 
One thing is certain – if there are problems with this change, they 
will be virtually impossible to fix after passage of this amendment.

Timothy R. Hughes is a Shareholder in the law firm of Bean, Kinney & 
Korman in Arlington, Virginia and lead editor of the firm’s blog at 
http://www.valanduseconstructionlaw.com. He represents clients in 
construction and commercial litigation, and corporate, contracts, and 
general business matters. He can be reached by e-mail at 
thughes@beankinney.com and by phone at (703) 525-4000.

mailto:thughes%40beankinney.com?subject=
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Besides learning all the words to Frosty the Snowman and 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer this holiday season, my two 
year old daughter had her first lesson about giving to those less 
fortunate. We took her shopping to buy presents for a little girl in 
need. She enjoyed the shopping until she realized that the pres-
ents were not for her, but as we explained that the girl’s family 
needed some help, she was very willing and proud to wrap and 
deliver the presents.

While I think our shopping trip was a great success, I recognize 
that this is not all it will take to teach our daughter about helping 
those in need. It is easy to forget, when the holidays are over, that 
there are still people in need. I’m sure that little girl could use 
something beyond a few new toys for Christmas.

There are lots of people in need right here in our community. The 
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) serves thousands of 
families all year long, but they cannot do this alone. Each year 
the Northern Virginia Chapter teams up with AFAC for a very 
exciting event that challenges architects in a medium very differ-
ent from masonry or steel… food! Canstruction® is a competitive 
design/build contest where teams of local design professionals 
build structures out of canned food creating some really amazing 
results. Teams purchase all of their own building materials (cans) 
and after the event all of the food is donated to AFAC.

What CAN You Do to Help in 2013?

by Natalie DiVito Cunneen, Associate AIA
Canstruction Committee Co-Chair

You TOU-CAN end hunger, 2012 Jurors’ Favorite, by Samaha Associates, P.C.
Deborah S. Burns, Hon. AIA, Photographer

Canstruction is a fun and exciting event for our Chap-
ter and our local winners move on to compete in the 
International Canstruction Competition. Canstruction 
will not take place until April, but it is never too early 
to form a team and start designing. Registration will 
open soon, but teams can confirm their intention to 
participate now. If you are unable to form a team this 
year, but still want to take part in this important event, 
your time and talents are welcome.  

If you have any questions, would like to send us 
team information or become part of the Canstruction 
Committee, please email Andrew Cunneen at andrew.
cunneen@aecom.com. For some inspiration and gen-
eral information about Canstruction please visit www.
canstruction.org. We hope you are up for the chal-
lenge of designing with a new module, ONE CAN, 
and more importantly pledging to help those in need 
right here in Northern Virginia. Please join us and help 
make this year’s AIA Northern Virginia Canstruction 
Competition the most successful one yet!

Canstruction Planning Meeting
Thursday, January 24, 5:30p

at AECOM, 3101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 900
Arlington,VA 22201
on Metro’s Orange Line (Clarendon Station)

http://www.canstruction.org
http://www.canstruction.org
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CANSTRUCTION® 
CALL 
FOR 

ENTRIES

THE 10th ANNUAL NORTHERN VIRGINIA
DESIGN / BUILD COMPETITION

TO BENEFIT THE ARLINGTON FOOD ASSISTANCE CENTER

WHO 
Entering teams can be made up of architects with 
designers, engineers, contractors or students. At 
least one member of each team must be a member 
of the AIA Northern Virginia Chapter. Student teams 
must be mentored by an AIA architect member. 
Firms may enter jointly. 

WHEN 
Spring 2013 - final date + location TBD.

HOW
Complete and return this form with a $100 entry fee 
($25 for student teams) to AIA Northern Virginia, 
205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Team Name:

Team Captain:

Email:

Office Phone:

Mobile:

                                                       www.canstruction.org

WHAT 
Design & build structures made 
entirely from canned foods within a 
10’x10’x8’h space.

Complete information will be available 
soon on our website at
www.aianova.org/canstruction.php.

MTFA Architecture’s 2012 Team
Michael Neff / Neffworks, Photographer
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Starting on February 27 AIA NOVA will begin a series of six 
refresher classes held on Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00p, 
hosted at AECOM. The classes are:

▪ 2/27 – Architectural History (Part I)
▪ 3/06 – Architectural History (Part II)
▪ 3/13 – Green Building
▪ 3/20 – Accessibility
▪ 3/27 – Historic Preservation
▪ 4/03 – Acoustics

These sessions each provide 1.5 HSW CEH’s.

These one and a half hour classes will serve as brief refreshers 
on these topics and are open to the general membership as well 
as non-members. They are presented by the Young Architects 
Forum as a supplemental part of the ARE Prep Series. Light 
refreshments will be provided.

Where: 
AECOM - 2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 700, Arlington, 22201

When: 
6:30 to 8:00p

Cost: 
$20 per session for AIA members / $30 for non-members

Refresher Classes Provide Continuing Education 

The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards 
(NCARB) announces that in July 2013, Alpine Testing Solutions, 
Inc. will take over content and candidate management for the 
Architect Registration Examination® (ARE). Prometric, Inc. will 
continue to serve as the Council’s site management vendor.

In order to facilitate the migration of information from Prometric 
to Alpine, NCARB will enact an estimated 8 week blackout for 
both Member Boards and exam candidates beginning July 1, 
2013. This means that candidates will not be able to schedule 
any exam divisions, nor will NCARB be able to administer any 
examinations, during this blackout period. 

It is important to note that there will be no changes to exam 
content post-blackout. Due to the change in scheduling 
procedure, candidates will not be able to schedule an exam 
division with an administration date after June 30, 2013 until 
the blackout is completed. Because NCARB recognizes this will 
inconvenience ARE candidates, they have arranged to provide a 
12 week extension to each candidate’s rolling clock.

NCARB expects to have several resources available for 
candidates to review prior to the launch of the new portal. 
Updated guidelines and exam guides will be available, as well as 
a webcast introducing the new processes post-blackout. 

Details are available from NCARB at:
   www.ncarb.org/are/enews/2012/December/index.html.

Vendor Transition for ARE

http://www.ncarb.org/are/enews/2012/December/index.html
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The Young Architects Forum is proud to have a 
place where our members can showcase their 
work. One of the charges of the YAF is to help 
emerging professionals develop their career, and 
this new feature will give our members a chance 
to get their work published as well as give them 
the experience of writing a press release for their 
work. 

This is an open call for emerging professionals 
to submit projects where they played a key role in 
the project team and in which they are proud of 
their work.  

Projects may be of any size, developed 
independently or as part of a team, built or 
unbuilt, an employer’s project or your own, and 
the submitter must be an AIA Northern Virginia 
member who is either not licensed or has less 
been licensed for less than 10 years. Please 
submit a 200-word description of the project 
and your role in its development along with a 
minimum of 3 separate publishable image files 
at least 300 dpi, including appropriate photo 
credits. Email your submission to aianova@
aianova.org. Your project will be placed in a 
queue for publication and AIA NOVA reserves 
the right to edit your submission for length.

We plan to bring this to you as a regular feature.

YAF Corner
by Spencer Lepler, AIA
Young Architects Forum Co-Chair

A collaborative effort between private organizations and government support 
developed a concept for a campus that would encourage the creative economies 
in DC and likely become a new draw to this metropolitan area. With a concept in 
mind, Illustrate My Design was asked to design and illustrate the campus, along 
with interior views of key components of the program. The goal was to develop 
visuals that would enhance the fundraising efforts. From the Old Town studio, 
the IMD team worked to meet a tight ten day deadline and creating a compelling 
representation of this exciting endeavor.  

Working off written descriptions for the requirements of the project, four build-
ings were designed to include a Main Building with Conference Center, Theater 
Building, Recording Studios and School for Creative Arts. The overall contem-
porary design speaks to 
the forward thinking of 
the concept itself, all the 
while showing the intent 
of achieving LEED® cer-
tification. Interior spaces 
include collaborative 
office and meeting space, 
smart classrooms, state of 
the art audio recording and 
digital production studios, 
tech shops and retail space 
for entrepreneurs, a live 
performance stage, other 
public performance areas 
outdoors and a rooftop equipped for events.

Illustrate My Design, LLC [IMD] offers 3D illustrations, renderings and animations to 
communicate project ideas and designs in a captivating manner. Located in Old Town 
Alexandria, the studio captures the essence of every project in illustrations and presents it 
in the best light.

PROJECT

DC’s Creative Campus for Innovation

DESIGN + ILLUSTRATION BY

Illustrate My Design, LLC (IMD)

SUBMITTED BY

Florencia Bialet, Associate AIA, Principal

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
mailto:aianova@aianova.org


2013 ARE Schedule

February 13 - ARE Roundtable (free)

Supplemental Courses
February 20 - NCARB Software
February 27 - Architectural History I
March 6 - Architectural History II
March 13 - Green Building
March 20 - Accessibility
March 27 - Historic Preservation
April 3 - Acoustics

ARE Prep Series
March 2 - Construction Documents I: Legal
March 9 - Construction Documents II: Documents + Vignette
March 23 - Building Design and Construction Systems + Vignette
April 5-7 - Structural Systems Workshop (separate registration required)
April 16 - ARE Trivia Night
April 20 - Site Planning and Design + 2 Vignettes
May 10-12 - Building Systems Workshop (separate registration required)
June 1 - Programming, Planning and Practice + Vignette
June 4 - ARE Trivia Night
June 15 - Schematic Design + 2 Vignettes

July 10 - Life after Exams: Licensing and Professional Development (free)
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We are thrilled to once again host Professor 
David Thaddeus’ Structural Systems 
Workshop April 5-7. 

We are also pleased to announce that we 
will hold a weekend seminar on Building 
Systems, taught by Michael Ermann, a tenured 
associate professor at Virginia Tech’s School 
of Architecture + Design. Michael teaches 
environmental building systems, design studio 
and architectural acoustics and has authored 
The Amber Book, a guide to the ARE Building 
Systems Exam. The workshop will be held 
May 10-12.

Most ARE sessions take place at AECOM 
(3101 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 22201), 
with the exception of the NCARB Software 
Supplemental Class at CADD Microsystems 
in Alexandria, the Structural Systems 
Workshop (location to be determined) and the 
Trivia Nights.

Registration information will be available 
shortly on our Chapter’s website.

Architectural Registration Exam Preparatory Courses for 2013
continued from page 1



Each year, the Young Architects Forum organizes our ARE Prep 
Series to help prepare candidates for the exams. This series re-
quires lots of planning and benefits from the generous support of 
our volunteer instructors and venue hosts. We thank the instruc-
tors, who graciously donate their time on Wednesday evenings 
and Saturday mornings to help our members. 

We especially thank our venue host, AECOM in Arlington. Ed 
Weaver, AIA, Dan Noonan and all the seminar hosts make the 
logistics of the series possible. We are also indebted to Ela J. 
Nowak, Associate AIA and ITT Technical Institute for donat-
ing time and space for the Structural Systems Seminar. We ap-
preciate our friends at NCARB – Martin Smith, AIA, NCARB, 
LEED® GA, Ryan Misner, AIA, NCARB and Harry Falconer, 
AIA, NCARB – for discussing IDP, ARE and reciprocity. Finally, 
thanks to our AIA NOVA helpers, Amanda Hoch, Raedun 
Knusten, Associate AIA and Elaina Ricks, Associate AIA for 
assisting at each class. If you have benefited from this series, we 
could really use your help with future classes. Young Architects 
are frequently the busiest, starting families, establishing them-
selves in their profession, but please consider offering a few 
hours of your time to help others succeed.

ACCESSIBILITY

Ken Granata

Ken, a graduate of Penn State University and 
Rochester Institute of Technology, has a BS in 
Civil Engineering Technology. He is currently 
a building plans examiner with the City of 
Alexandria’s Department of Code Administra-
tion and previously worked for an engineering 
firm designing navigation structures such as 
damns and locks. He holds multiple International Code Council 
and Virginia Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment certifications, including: building, mechanical, plumbing, 
electrical and accessibility & usability. Ken is a member of the 
Virginia Building and Code Official Association.

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

Nazanin Saidi

Nazanin is an Architectural Technology Professor at Northern 
Virginia Community College.

BUILDING DESIGN + CONSTRUCTION SYSTEMS

David Metzger, FAIA, FCSI

Dave recently retired after 22 years as Vice President of Heller 
& Metzger PC, an independent specifications consulting firm in 
Washington. Prior to joining the firm, he spent 19 years practicing 
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AIA Northern Virginia Thanks Our ARE Prep 
Course Instructors
by Anna Barbour, AIA
Young Architects Forum Co-Chair

or teaching architecture. He has written specifications for more 
than 300 projects, including the National World War II Memorial, 
the Martin Luther King Jr. National Memorial and the Kennedy 
Center. He has covered this topic for all three 
metro area chapters for many years, offer-
ing the seminar more than 50 times. Dave 
received his BArch from the University of 
Michigan and an MS in Architectural Science 
from Cornell University. Dave is both an AIA 
and CSI Fellow.

BUILDING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SYSTEMS: VIGNETTES

Stephanie Tincher, AIA

Stephanie is a project manager at Rust|Orling Architecture in 
Alexandria where she has worked since 1996. She has served 
as project manager on a variety of commercial and multi-family 
residential projects, including Allegheny Springs at Snowshoe 
Mountain Resort in West Virginia and The Monarch condo-
miniums in Alexandria. In the past year, she has completed five 
executive office suites in DC, Chicago and San Francisco, and is 
currently overseeing construction on two additional centers in DC 
and New York City. Stephanie earned a Bachelor of Environmen-
tal Design from Miami University and a Master of Architecture 
from Virginia Tech.

BUILDING SYSTEMS: ACOUSTICS

Howard Schlieper

Howard is Vice President of Polysonics Corp, 
where he has worked on the audio, video, 
control, acoustics, lighting, IT, security and 
interactive software designs of many projects 
including Nationals Stadium, Gallaudet Uni-
versity, the National Zoo, American Univer-
sity, the National Cancer Institute Headquar-
ters, GSA Headquarters and the Smithsonian Institution. With 
many years of consulting, design, project management, sales, 
marketing and new business development expertise, Howard has 
been involved in all types of projects incorporating audio, video, 
acoustics and interactive technology. Howard has a BS in Audio 
Technology from American University.

BUILDING SYSTEMS: ELECTRICAL

John Wozney, PE, LEED AP

John, a principal at GHT, is an electrical 
engineer with extensive design and project 
management experience that includes reno-
vation and new construction for large office 
buildings, mission critical computer facili-
ties, schools, condominiums, performing 
arts theaters and commercial interior fit outs. 

Construction of his designs can be found on 5 continents at 
continues on next page



State Department facilities such as embassies and consulates. 
John is an ICC certified Electrical Plans Reviewer/Inspector and 
is a registered Peer Reviewer in Fairfax County. He earned a BS 
in Electrical Engineering from Pennsylvania State University.

BUILDING SYSTEMS: MECHANICAL

Geoffrey Eddy, PE, LEED AP

Geoffrey has experience with a variety of 
spaces and his designs have encompassed sys-
tems including constant volume, variable-air-
volume, chilled beam and dedicated outdoor 
air. He has been involved in the design or docu-
mentation of 25 LEED projects covering more 
than two-million square feet of sustainably de-
signed space. Geoffrey received a BS in Mechanical Engineering 
from Virginia Tech and currently serves as a resource to monitor 
and present new trends and technologies in mechanical systems.

BUILDING SYSTEMS: MECHANICAL

Doug Boswell, LEED AP

Doug is a mechanical engineer and part of 
GHT’s Interiors Studio. His responsibilities 
include project management, planning the 
layout of tenant fit-outs, performing load 
analysis for projects and designing plans. 
Since earning his degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from The Pennsylvania Univer-

sity, Doug has designed projects for a wide range of commercial, 
government and institutional clients.

BUILDING SYSTEMS: PLUMBING

James Yang, PE, LEED AP

James is a member of GHT’s Building Systems Studio. With 
experience designing plumbing systems for a variety of clients 
and applications, including multiple water reclaim and reuse 
projects. His primary responsibilities include 
studies and reports of existing plumbing 
infrastructure, plumbing and fire protection 
design, hydraulic calculation for fire protec-
tion and construction phase support. James is 
a certified plumbing designer and an active 
member of the American Society for Plumb-
ing Engineers.

BUILDING SYSTEMS: VIGNETTE

Charles Gregory Moore, AIA, CNU, LEED AP

With a dedication to revitalizing the urban and natural environ-
ment, Greg Moore has been taking on this challenge through study-
ing, drawing and envisioning how to improve our surrounding 

conditions with a pragmatic understanding 
of the built realm from architectural detail 
to regional planning. Greg will continue this 
goal through collaboratively working with 
architects, planners and citizens to build a 
sustainable future for our children.

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS: LEGAL

Timothy Hughes, Esq.

Tim is a shareholder in the Arlington law 
firm of Bean, Kinney & Korman, PC, which 
focuses on construction law and business 
representation. A graduate of Yale University 
and the Marshall Wythe School of Law at 
the College of William and Mary, Tim was 
recognized as a member of Virginia’s Legal 
Elite for Construction Law by Virginia Business Magazine. Tim 
is highly involved in multiple trade organizations and associa-
tions, widely published and speaks regularly on construction law, 
general business, corporate and contract issues, sustainability and 
social media. For his leadership and service, Tim was named a 
Leader in the Law by Virginia Lawyer’s Weekly.

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS: PRACTICE

Alex Higbee, AIA, LEED AP 

Alex is currently a Project Architect at 
Shalom Baranes Associates where he is 
overseeing the condominium portions of the 
CityCenterDC project in downtown Wash-
ington. Previously he worked at The Preston 
Partnership in Falls Church and Arquitecton-
ica in Miami on a variety of multi-family and 

mixed-use projects. He took ten ARE 3.1 exams in nine months 
(repeated one), with his longest stretch between exams of six 
weeks and his shortest of six days.

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS: VIGNETTE

Anna Barbour, AIA, LEED AP BD+C

Anna is an architect at Shalom Baranes Asso-
ciates in Washington, DC. She has been active 
in AIA NOVA since working as a graduate 
student at the Chapter House, serving as both 
a Board Director and as co-chair of the Young 
Architects Forum, which organizes the ARE 
Prep Series. Anna is also an adjunct profes-
sor of Interior Design at Marymount University, teaching design 
studios, drafting and AutoCad. She received a BS in Architectural 
Studies from Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University and 
a MArch from Virginia Tech.
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GREEN BUILDING

Peter Feibelman, RA, LEED AP BD+C
Peter received a bachelor’s degree in city 
planning from the University of Cincin-
nati and a Master’s Degree in Architecture 
from the University of Virginia. Upon 
graduation, he interned at the AIA’s Re-
search Corporation working with a team to 
develop the Building Energy Performance 

Standards. As an architect, Peter works to improve building 
performance, and has lectured and written about sustain-
ability. Recently, he has offered presentations on the Living 
Building Challenge, an aggressive design strategy to restore 
environmental quality through a building’s everyday perfor-
mance.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

John A. Burns, FAIA, FAPT, LEED AP

John is the Chief Appeals Officer for 
Cultural Resources with the National Park 
Service, responsible for deciding appeals 
under the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Incen-
tives Program. Prior to this position, he was 
Chief for the HABS/HAER/HALS program 
and served as Assistant Director of Heritage 
Preservation Assistance. John has lectured extensively, serves 
on the Fairfax County Architectural Review Board, has partici-
pated in mentoring Fellowship nominees and represents AIA 
NOVA on the Virginia Society AIA Board of Directors. John 
earned both a BArch and a BA in Art/Architectural History at 
Penn State.

PROGRAMMING PLANNING AND PRACTICE

Jason Wright, AIA, LEED AP

Jason is an Associate with Hickok Cole 
Architects where he works as a senior Project 
Architect in the commercial office building 
market sector and is responsible for interal 
Quality Control reviews. Jason earned his 
BArch and a Bachelor of Building Science 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Prior 

to joining Hickok Cole, he worked with Kohn Pedersen Fox As-
sociates and Einhorn Yaffee Prescott.

PROGRAMMING PLANNING AND PRACTICE

John Nolan, AIA

John started his own design build firm in 
2009, Nolan Design and Construction, LLC. 
He is both a licensed architect and a Class 
A Contractor. His practice focuses on high 
quality residential remodeling and addition 
projects in the metro area. After serving in 
the Marine Corps, John graduated with a 

BArch from Florida A&M University and has worked locally 
at Brown and Associates and Rust Orling Architecture. John is 
active in the AIA NOVA and is a member of the Young Archi-
tects Forum. 

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

Raedun Knusten, Associate AIA

Raedun is the 2013 AIA NOVA nominee for 
the Emerging Leaders in Architecture pro-
gram. After graduating from Carnegie Mel-
lon University with a Bachelor of Architec-
ture, she participated in a unique opportunity 
called the Fifth Year Scholar program, also 
at Carnegie Mellon. She is a member of the 

Young Architects Forum and has appeared on stage with Provi-
dence Players of Fairfax and Little Theater of Alexandria. She 
has also designed theatrical sets for Providence Players. Raedun 
passed 5 ARE exams in the last 16 months and is happy to give 
back to those now studying for the exams.

SITE PLANNING AND DESIGN

Gunn Prag, RA, LEED AP, VCCO

Gunn received a Bachelor of Architecture 
from The Catholic University of America. She 
formerly owned and operated a site develop-
ment construction company before returning 
to work as an architect. She has worked on 
several major projects in the metro area with 
Davis Carter Scott. Gunn also served as an ad-
junct faculty member at Northern Virginia Community College, 
teaching within their architectural curriculum, where she now 
oversees their building program as their Capital Outlay Manager.

STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS

David Thaddeus, AIA, NCARB 

David is a Professor of Structures and Ar-
chitectural Design at the University of North 
Carolina College of Architecture in Charlotte 
where he teaches structural systems, building 
systems integration and architectural design 
studios. Prior to this he was an Associate 
Professor at the Gerald D. Hines College of 
Architecture, University of Houston. While 
teaching there, he developed a review course 

for the Structural Divisions of the ARE, which he continues to 
teach to enthusiastic crowds across the country and in Canada. 
David earned his Bachelor of Engineering from the American 
University of Beirut in Lebanon and his MArch from the Univer-
sity of Houston.
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Poetry, Literature, Music, Sculpture, Painting… What role do 
these realms/fields/domains play in the lives of architects and 
designers? For some, these may be a daily part of how they work, 
and integral aspect of their daily routine. For others, they may 
serve more as a manner of escape, or a way to reenergize the soul 
before returning to the drafting table or, err, the computer. 

It’s been said that architecture is frozen music, and certainly there 
are the obvious analogies of rhythm, harmony, meter, theme, etc., 
that link these fields and others. I am interested in better under-
standing this linkage, and in sharing how others blend or respond 
to these influences.   

Are there certain authors, composers or artists that serve as a 
Muse for your work? What specific works from the realms of 
poetry, literature, music and art are your inspirations, and why? 
Send me your selections, and, if you are willing, share what 
about them speaks to you and affects your practice or approach to 
design. Send to edward.weaver@aecom.com, and know that any 
request for anonymity will be respected. Thanks!

The Arts + Architecture

by Edward D. Weaver, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President DesignDC 2013 will 

take place September 
25-27 at the Walter 
E. Washington 
Convention Center 
and at the District 
Architecture Center. 
This three-day 
interactive conference 
and exhibition tackles 
today’s toughest 
design challenges – 
making sure that in the 
DC area, design makes 
a difference.

We are currently seeking presentation proposals, both for 
educational sessions and architectural tours. The educational 
sessions can be one to one-and-a-half hours in length, and tours 
are one-two hours, excluding travel time. All presenters and tour 
leaders will receive complimentary conference registration.

Presentation proposals are due by March 1, 11:59p. Details can 
be found at www.cvent.com/d/4cqdmy.

2013 is the year for you to take full advantage of your AIA 
membership and become an active member.

The Chapter offers you the opportunity to make a significant 
difference for yourself, your community and the profession as a 
whole.

We need our members’ participation to accomplish all we do.

▪ Attend an event
▪ Join a committee
▪ Support an initiative
▪ Plan an activity
▪ Introduce a new idea
▪ Volunteer for an outreach opportunity
▪ Serve as a mentor
▪ Share your interests and expertise
▪ Participant in our design awards
▪ Submit one of your projects for publication
▪ Form a Canstruction team
▪ Share your accomplishments in the newsletter

Learn more on our website here: www.aianova.org/volunteer.php.

Tell us what we can do for you and where you would like to help.
Contact us at (703) 549-9747 or aianova@aianova.org.

DesignDC: Call for Presentations

Now It’s Your Turn

mailto:edward.weaver%40aecom.com?subject=
http://www.cvent.com/d/4cqdmy
http://www.aianova.org/volunteer.php
mailto:aianova@aianova.org
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by WoodWorks

Some people are calling it a wood revolution. After a prolonged emphasis on steel 
and concrete for buildings other than homes, architects are using wood in more non-
residential and multi-family buildings – in applications that range from traditional to 
innovative. Some are driven by wood’s cost effectiveness while others cite its low 
carbon footprint, but their collective path has been made possible by building codes 
that increasingly recognize wood’s structural and performance capabilities, and the 
continued evolution of wood building systems and techniques.

When the International Building Code (IBC) was introduced, it expanded the 
possibilities for wood construction by (among other things) recognizing additional 
fire protection techniques, consolidating the maximum allowable areas and 
heights from three legacy codes into one (thus increasing what’s allowed in some 
jurisdictions), and allowing wood in a wider range of building types.

For the Union Square Condominium in San Diego, for example, architects at Togawa 
Smith Martin Inc. made use of IBC Section 505 to add a mezzanine on top of five 
stories of wood-frame construction, increasing the number of residential wood-frame 
levels to six. Under the 2009 IBC, mezzanines are permitted to be 33 percent of the 
floor area below and are considered part of that story.

For architects seeking to push beyond the norm, variances may also be granted under 
IBC Section 104.11, which allows ‘alternative materials, design and methods of 
construction and equipment’ where they can be justified on an individual basis.

Designed by Bing Thom Architects, Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American 
Theater was the first modern building of its size to use heavy timber construction 
in Washington, DC. To satisfy building official concerns, the design team presented 
an in-depth fire report and a char analysis demonstrating the inherent fire resistance 
of heavy timber. In a fire situation, surface char insulates the members so they can 
continue to support their load, increasing the amount of time before failure.

Likewise, the new Promega biotechnology facility in Wisconsin required approval 
to use cross laminated timber (CLT), a product that offers exceptional strength and 
stability but is new to the US market. Acceptance was based on both the design 
and use of the new ANSI/APA PRG 320-2012 Standard for Performance-Rated 
Cross-Laminated Timber. However, in the 2015 IBC, recently approved changes 
will streamline the acceptance of CLT buildings. The 2015 IBC will recognize CLT 
products when they are manufactured according to the standard and CLT walls and 
floors will be permitted in all types of combustible construction, including Type IV.

To assist designers using wood in non-residential and multi-family buildings, the 
WoodWorks program offers free project support and resources on a wide range 
of subjects, from building code issues to seismic and wind design, fire protection, 
designing for durability, and more. WoodWorks does not represent specific products 
but is rather the ‘go to’ organization for technical assistance. For more information or 
to contact a technical expert, visit www.woodworks.org.

Evolving Codes: Expanding the Options for Wood Construction

Photo by Nic Lehoux courtesy Bing Thom Architects.

http://www.woodworks.org
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This project includes an entertainment and retail 
development totaling 1.2 million square feet. The dense 
commercial strategy includes ten stories and three 
atriums that respond to the urban context of the site while 
echoing contemporary, Western themes. Floor to ceiling 
glass on the upper levels provides abundant natural 
daylight, while curvilinear accent walkways imbue a 
sense of nature within the shopping environment. As 
visitors pass through, they receive a visual impression 
of water, a central theme in this river-port town. The 
project is set to house various high-end retail stores, a 
cinema, and a Suning Appliance Flagship store.

On the Boards

Suning Wuhu Plaza
MulvannyG2 Architecture



AIA Florida is offering three new advanced Florida Building 
Code (FBC) courses for members licensed in Florida. The Florida 
Board of Architecture and Interior Design requires a minimum 
of 2 hours of an Advanced FBC course every biennium. The 
deadline for Florida architects to renew their individual license is 
February 28, 2013. The courses are available on DVD and online:
   http://www.aiafla.org

ASLA has released its 2013 Awards Call for Entries for both 
the Professional and Student Awards. Entries are submitted in 
five categories: General Design, Residential Design, Analysis and 
Planning, Communications and Research. Entry forms are due 
February 8 for the ASLA Professional Awards and April 26 for 
ASLA Student Awards. Details are available here: 
   http://www.asla.org/2013awards

New Members
Mark A. Cerny, AIA 
Brian D. Palmer, AIA, Duke Realty
 
Returning Member
Rafael Rodriguez Godoy, Intl. Assoc. AIA, 
   Greenway Building & Design Services, LLC
 
Members Transferring In
Bhavneet K. Birdi, Assoc. AIA, Huelat Parimucha, Ltd., 
   from Potomac Valley 
Margaret A. Bozicevich, Assoc. AIA, from Phoenix
Dr. Susan Schaefer Kliman, AIA, Klimatic Architecture, 
   from Southern Arizona
Jin Soo Park, AIA, RNL, from Denver
Mary-Ellen Pfiester, AIA, from Washington, DC 
Jeffrey K. Potts, Assoc. AIA, JAE Architecture, Inc., 
   from Triangle, NC 
Enrique Villa, AIA, The Onyx Group, from Baltimore
Ashley L. Robbins Wilson, AIA, The National Trust for Historic 
   Preservation, from Charleston

Upgrading Members 
Patrick G. Standiford, AIA, STV Inc., to Architect

Office Space Available

Architect in Kingstowne (Springfield) has office space available 
to share. If interested, please call Steve at (703) 216-9118.
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Professional Practice

Inform Awards Call for Entries – The 22nd annual Inform 
Awards recognize and encourage outstanding Landscape 
Architecture, Interior Design and Object Design. The awards 
are open to architects, interior designers, landscape architects, 
furniture designers, industrial designers, students and faculty 
from Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia, the District of Columbia 
or North Carolina. Registration closes March 4, with submissions 
due March 18. Details are available here: 
   http://www.aiava.org/honorsawards/inform-awards

AIA National Convention Registration begins in January. 
Building Leaders - 2013 AIA National Convention and Design 
Exposition takes place June 20-22 in Denver. Sign up for a sneak 
peak to get an early look at the education schedule before it’s 
made public and to be notified when registration opens. Visit the 
AIA Convention website here: 
   http://convention.aia.org/event/convention-home.aspx

Entries are now being accepted for Art by Architects, a curated 
exhibition at the Virginia Center for Architecture. The 
exhibition will feature fine art by architects, and is intended to 
showcase the range of artistic talent in Virginia’s architecture 
community. Individuals with a degree in architecture are invited 
to submit their work for consideration. The exhibit will be on 
display from April 11 through July 7, 2013. Entries must be 
submitted by January 18, 2013. Details are available at: 

http://www.aiava.org/membership_news/call-for-entries-art-by-
architects-exhibition

Cast Your Vote for Virginia’s Favorite Architecture – In 
preparation for the Virginia Society AIA’s 100th anniversary in 
2014, the Virginia Center for Architecture is seeking input from 
AIA members to identify Virginia’s Favorite Architecture for an 
exhibition and a series of public programs. Submit your favorite 
structures here:
   https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9K38FD8 
and help set a baseline for public voting. In addition to Virginia’s 
many well-known historic structures, members are also 
encouraged to submit contemporary work and other noteworthy 
buildings.

New Video Series Helps Aspiring Architects Navigate Path 
to Licensure – A new video series, Destination: Architect, from 
NCARB aims to demystify the licensure process for emerging 
professionals. Each video maps out a key licensure requirement 
and highlights what to know before getting started. The videos 
are available through the NCARB YouTube channel and on 
   http://www.NCARB.org

From Towers to Teakettles: Michael Graves Architecture and 
Design – The Virginia Center for Architecture is featuring the 
work of Michael Graves, FAIA, in an upcoming exhibition at the 
Center from  January 17-March 31, 2013. Additional information 
is on the VSAIA website here: 
   http://www.aiava.org/featured/5114

Membership Update

Classified Ad

http://www.aiafla.org
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by Mary P. Cox, FAIA
Director, Region of the Virginias

Region of the Virginias Report

Highlights from the December National Board Meeting:

Awards
The Board voted on several awards, including AIA Gold Medal 
winner Thomas Mayne, FAIA; Architecture Firm Award to Todd 
Williams Billie Tsien Architects; Edward C. Kemper Award 
winner John D. Anderson, FAIA; Topaz Medallion winner Robert 
Greenstreet, International Assoc. AIA; and a Presidential Citation 
to Virginia’s Randy Vosbeck, FAIA for his work on sustainability.

Repositioning the Institute
The Board considered the consultants’ findings regarding the 
repositioning of the AIA and recognized the need for transforming 
the Institute to stay relevant. An implementation plan will be 
presented to the Board for review at the March 2013 meeting.

Bylaws Amendments
Pursuant to the two amendments proposed at the May 2012 
convention, the Board conditionally approved the following, 
subject to comments it may receive at the 2013 Grassroots 
leadership conference: rights of Associate and International 
Associate Members to serve as officers and rights of Chapter 
Allied Members to use the phrase “Allied Member of the [Name 
of Chapter] Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.”

New Regional Director
Since my term will expire in December 2013, we’ve put together a 
timeline for nominating and selecting a new Regional Director for 
the Virginias to start their term in January 2014, which will coincide 
with the Presidency of Helene Combs Dreiling, FAIA. Chapters 
and the Regional Board will nominate potential candidates in June 
+ July 2013; the Nominating Committee will review the list of 
candidates and select a nominee in August 2013 and the Regional 
Board will elect the new Director in September 2013.

Intern Development Program Page

The AIA website includes a useful page about the IDP for 
interns, supervisors and mentors.  The page includes links to 
read the current IDP Guidelines, start an NCARB Record, find 
an IDP Mentor or IDP Coordinator, and view the Emerging 
Professional’s Companion. It also contains material that explains 
how to receive IDP credit by attending AIA Continuing Education 
courses.

Based on the collective wisdom of AIA members, the page offers 
mentoring best practices, a compendium of practical knowledge 
acquired by members in the real world of architecture practice.

Access the IDP page at www.aia.org/IDP.

If you’ve already renewed for 2013, thank you!

We want you to know how much we appreciate having you as a 
member. Your continued support makes our programs, events and 
initiatives possible each year. 

If you haven’t gotten around to paying yet, this is a reminder that 
your membership renewal is due now. As in years past, there is a 
grace period until March 31. Members who haven’t renewed by 
that date will lapse and lose all their member benefits.

With benefits like free continuing education seminars, 
informative publications and website, networking opportunities, 
mentoring sessions, professional programs, a free ARE lending 
library, social events, community outreach programs and Chapter 
leaders and staff available to help you, there is great value in 
renewing. And we have set local architect dues to the 2006 rate of 
$145 for architects and $45 for associates, $5 less than in 2006.

You are able to pay your dues online, by fax, by mail or 
by phone. If it helps, you may take advantage of the Dues 
Installment Program. Enroll between now and April 30, 2013 
to pay your membership dues in installments. Additional 
information is provided on your invoice and on the AIA website 
at http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081430.

Don’t Forget to Renew Your AIA Membership

AIA Member Benefits
                                           (that you might not know about)

http://www.aia.org/IDP
http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081430


team on the first phase of First +M, construction is currently 
underway on the second DCS-designed phase which will provide 
an additional 430 units.

GPI / Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. was recently named a 2012 
MEP Giant - one of the 100 top mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
and fire protection engineering firms in the United States - by 
Consulting-Specifying Engineer. GPI has also ranked 23rd on 
the Washington Business Journal’s list of top 25 engineering 
companies in 2011, up one spot from their 2010 ranking.

Cooper Carry announces that their project for the JBG 
Companies at 800 Glebe Road in Arlington was awarded the 
2012 Office Building of the Year by NAIOP Northern Virginia at 
the Best of NAIOP Awards, held in November.

Hickok Cole Architects announce several recent awards, 
including the 2012 Washington Architectural Foundation Firm of 
the Year Award, AIA Potomac Valley Chapter Award and AIA|DC 
Award of Merit for the District Architecture Center and 2012 
NAIOP Northern Virginia Chapter Award of Excellence for Best 
Firm Marketing.

HITT Contracting Inc. announces that the Springfield 
Operations Center project for Washington Gas Light Company 
received an Award of Excellence in the category of Best Building, 
Non-Institutional Facility from NAIOP Northern Virginia. 
The facility is pursuing LEED® Gold certification. Other firms 
involved in the project included FOX Architects, GHT Limited, 
Cagley & Associates, ADTEK Engineers, Jones Lang LaSalle 
and Washington Gas Light Company.

Thank you to all who completed the firm survey so we could collect 
the necessary information for the firm section of the membership 
directory we are publishing with the Potomac Valley Chapter.

If you did not complete the survey and want your firm to be 
included, please contact the Chapter at aianova@aianova.org. 
We are compiling the directory content now and will submit the 
manuscript to the publisher before the end of January.

We also use this information to populate our online referral lists.

The directory will be published later this spring and will be 
available in both print and digital formats.
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FYI

In December, the Loudoun County Design Cabinet, first 
conceived more than a decade ago by Alan Hansen, AIA, was 
recognized by the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 
for 10 years of service to the community. In the Resolution 
of Commendation, the Board’s Chair, Scott York, praised the 
group for encouraging “the highest quality architectural and 
landscape design during a time of unprecedented commercial and 
residential growth” and thanked the volunteers for “their gracious 
and devoted service to the county, and for their skilled advice, 
mentorship and overall contributions towards making Loudoun a 
community of highest quality design.”

BeeryRio President William T. Brown, AIA and Moseley 
Architects President Stewart D. Roberson announce the 
merger of the two firms. As one of the largest architectural and 
engineering firms on the east coast, Moseley Architects’ revenue 
places the firm in the top ten percent of the profession nationally. 
BeeryRio is a national leader in the design of senior housing, with 
revenues ranking among the top five firms in that field nationally. 
This merger brings a national and international presence through 
clients in the District of Columbia and 14 states extending to the 
west coast, as well as the United Kingdom, Canada and Germany. 
The name of the merged firms will be Moseley Architects and the 
existing governance structure of Moseley Architects will remain 
in place and BeeryRio officers will become shareholders.

The Episcopal Church has selected Kerns Group Architects to 
design the replacement of Holy Trinity Cathedral, destroyed by 
the 2010 earthquake in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Asked how they 
would approach the project design, Thomas L. Kerns, FAIA, 
responded, “We’re going to do our best to incorporate Haitian art, 
local building materials, and natural light, creating a space that 
serves as a beacon of hope for the people of Haiti, as the former 
Cathedral once did.”

Bean, Kinney & Korman announces that firm shareholder 
Timothy R. Hughes will serve as Chair-Elect of the Arlington 
Chamber of Commerce in 2013 and as Chair in 2014. He has 
served on the Chamber’s Board of Directors since 2007 and as 
Assistant Treasurer on the Executive Committee last year. Tim, 
an Allied Professional member of our Chapter and our newsletter 
legal columnist, has been recognized as a “Leader in the Law” 
by Virginia Lawyers Weekly and named a member of the Legal 
Elite for Construction Law by Virginia Business Magazine. Tim 
has also been named a Best Lawyer in America in the areas of 
Litigation - Construction and Construction Law.

Davis Carter Scott was awarded the first ever NAIOP Northern 
Virginia Master Planning Award of Excellence for Reston 
Station, a first-class transit-oriented project developed by 
Comstock Partners through a Public/Private Partnership with 
Fairfax County. Also, the 16th Annual Delta Associates Award 
for Excellence selected DCS’s Archstone First +M as the Best 
Washington, DC Apartment Community for 2012. Due to the 
success realized by the Davis Carter Scott / Archstone project 

Find our group on LinkedIn

AIA Northern Virginia is on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/aianova

Become a fan to get latest news in your feed 
and participate in discussions.

Membership Directory

mailto:aianova@aianova.org


AIS Introductory Meeting 
January 12 | 9:30a-Noon | DC

AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
January 14 | 4:30-6:00p | Alexandria

AIA Membership Renewals Due
January 15

Design Awards Committee Meeting
January 16 | Noon-1:30p | Alexandria

Canstruction Planning Meeting
January 24 | 5:30p | Arlington

Residential Construction Financing
January 25 | Noon-1:30p | Alexandria

Building Integrated Photovoltaic Roofing + 
Vegetated Garden Roof Systems
February 6 | 11:00a-1:15p | Alexandria

AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
February 11 | 4:30-6:00p | Location TBD

Annual Chapter Open House
February 12 | 6:00-8:00p | Alexandria

ARE Roundtable
February 13 | 6:30-8:30p | Arlington

NCARB Software – ARE Supplemental Course
February 20 | 6:30-8:00p | Alexandria

Architectural History I: Egypt to the Renaissance
February 27 | 6:30-8:00p

For a complete listing of Chapter committee meetings and other 
events, please refer to our web calendar: www.aianova.org.
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Chapter Sponsors

Platinum
CADD Microsystems, Inc.
EPSON America, Inc.
Horizon Builders
Mosaic Express Printing
Potomac Valley Brick and Supply Company

Gold
HGA Mid-Atlantic, Inc.
 
Silver
AECOM
Moseley Architects (BeeryRio)
DBI Architects, Inc.
Milestone Construction Services, Inc.
Thorsen Construction Co., Inc.
Triad Engineering, Inc.
Woodburn & Associates, Inc.
 
Bronze
ADI Construction
Aerotek
Alliance Lighting and Shading
Ames & Gough
Bobrick/Architectural Resources, Inc.
CBIZ, Inc.
Cunningham | Quill Architects
ENCON Group, Inc.
GPI / Greenman Pedersen, Inc.
Grimm + Parker Architects
The Joyce Agency
K3 Construction Group
C.M. Kling & Associates, Inc.
Lobkovich Kitchen Designs 
McMullan & Associates, Inc.
Precision Doors & Hardware, Inc.
Reed Construction Data
Setty & Associates
Structural Engineering Group, Inc.
VHB/Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.
Wetlands Studies + Solutions, Inc.


